
We are sending this issue of the FC Historical 
Society’s newsletter both in paper form as well as 
by email.  The information about renewing an-
nual memberships in January seems to have been 
largely overlooked on the back page of the winter 
issue and it’s hoped that the news here included 
will encourage your attention to this important 
facet of membership support. 
Your society board has been planning the up-
coming annual meeting and hope that you can 
make plans to be with us on May 16 at 6 PM at 
Honeysuckle Acres Bed and Breakfast Inn just 
north of downtown Winnsboro.  Architectural 
historian Wade Fairey of Rock Hill will present an 
introduction to the Roots and Recall website he 
has created with fellow historian Rusty Robinson, 
featuring the cultural heritage of several upcountry SC counties, including Fairfield. In addition, Dr. Virginia 
Schafer will be on hand to present the publication of her new book about Fairfield County called Legendary 
Locals of Fairfield County. 
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WADE 

The website RootsandRecall.com  
is an encyclopedic site dedicated 
to the preservation of community 
history through “address based 
history”. It recognizes that our 
sense of being is tied to our home-
places.  The website features his-
toric buildings past the half-
century mark using Sanborn maps, 
historic images, city directory data, 
family stories (contributed by 
readers and other sources),  and 
other materials to create a tool for 
tracking architectural changes in 
structures, family connections,  
community evolution, and of 
course, to entice visitors to our 
area. The Fairfield County Histori-
cal Society and other local indi-
viduals and organizations are part-
nering with Wade on the project. 
 
Wade is a lifetime preservationist 
and craftsman who has been 
largely responsible for most of the 
preserved structures seen in the 
historic farm village of Brattons-

ville in York County.  He served 
from 1981 to   as the executive 
director of the award-winning 
historic village/museum, where 
one of the first successful upcoun-
try Revolutionary battles against 
the British (Huck’s Defeat) took 
place in 1780.  Four Bratton family 
homesteads dating from the pre-
Revolutionary period through the 
late 1800s have been meticulously 
preserved in this York County 
rural history park.  
 

From Wade’s early introduc-
tion to the remaining historic 
structures of the Bratton farm 
by his parents in the early 60s, 
he became enamored with the 
integrity of early craftsmen and 
their materials and began 
building furniture reproduc-
tions.  He and his wife Cathy 
have restored and lived in sev-
eral houses during their mar-
riage years.  As an early direc-
tor of Historic Brattonsville, he 
preserved a number of endan-
gered architectural structures 
by moving and rebuilding them 
at the 720-acre park. Many of 
us remember seeing Mel Gib-
son’s 2000 movie, The Patriot, 
with its scenes set in the Brat-
tonsville plantation house.  
 
Wade has spearheaded the 
restoration of the historic 
White Home in Rock Hill, rais-
ing over $2.2 million for its 
purchase and preservation. 

Wade’s delight for the form and 
function of architecture is shared 
by fellow craftsman Rusty Robin-
son in their creation of the com-
pany Architectural Forensics, 
LLC  as a means of exploring his-
toric buildings and identifying their 
components one board at a time. 
This collaboration resulted in the 
creation of a massive database on 
artisans from South Carolina prior 
to 1870, a treasure of photographs 
and information related to historic 
structures. As an offshoot project, 
Roots and Recall was begun in 
2012 featuring sites of Chester, 
York, Kershaw, and Fairfield Coun-
ties.  Plans are ongoing to expand 
the virtual museum website with 
the heritage of other surrounding 
counties.  
 

Roots and Recall invites participa-
tion of the viewer in sending family 
stories and photos to be included 
on its pages. Seeing granddad's 
home on a Sanborn Insurance Map 
and his occupation listed in a city 
directory provides a strong under-
standing of who and where we 
came from. This technology allows 
the user to share and thus pre-
serve photographs and informa-
tion and make it available to rela-
tives virtually anywhere in the 
world. As one user shared, "I live in 
California and this is the first time I 
have ever seen my great grandpar-
ent's home in South Carolina. 
Thank you!" 
 
As of 2012, both Rusty and Wade 
remain active in helping preserve 
local historic sites such as the His-
toric White Home in Rock Hill and 
other cultural institutions, includ-
ing the Palmetto Trust for Historic 
Preservation, and the Cultural and 
Heritage Museums of York County, 
South Carolina. 
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 Virginia  Schafer appeared in the 
Museum a little over a year ago 
offering her volunteer efforts to 
help in promoting the museum.  
She had been working with Arca-
dia History Publishing Company 
on a projected historical book on 
Fairfield County and was consid-
ering the purchase of a home in 
Winnsboro to cement her con-
nections to the community that 
she had chosen for her new 
home, having lived in several 
states previously.  Her husband 
Peter had taken the directorship 
of a Columbia based private hos-
pital and they were temporarily 
living in Blythewood.  Both Vir-
ginia and Peter are medical prac-
titioners by training. 

The Schafers purchased the Brat-
ton Street house of recently de-
ceased Mrs. Walter (Tan) Brown 
and began restoration and addi-

tions to have enough room to 
eventually bring her elderly 
parents to Winnsboro from At-
lanta. In addition to her many 

volunteer projects, Virginia 
teaches courses at the Columbia 
campus of Midlands Tech in 
medical terminology and work 
skills.  In a scant year and a half 
in our town, she has made in-
roads on several fronts and is a 
welcome addition to our town 
and county. 

VIRGINIA 

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH NEWS 

The Fairfield Chapter of the SC 
Genealogical Society has had an 
exciting and active year in the 
community. Only a couple of 
years back on the clock after a 
number of years of being defunct, 
the chapter is gathering member-
ship exponentially.   Several 
members volunteer to assist with 
the family research documents in 
the two-room north half of the 
second floor of the museum.  
 
Currently, visitation numbers to 
the museum have greatly in-
creased because of rapidly grow-
ing interest in the genealogy re-
search room (including online and 
postal requests for help).  The 
genealogy collection was re-
turned to the museum from an 
outside location in 2010.  Cur-
rently, the county council is being 
asked to consider a request to 
increase the museum operating 
budget in order to employ a full-
time manager for the room/
collection, as the managerial load 
for our one-horse staff status is 
presently over burgeoning.   
about 1600.  Just in the first part 
of 2013, there is a 30% increase  

in average monthly visitation, 
resulting in a statistical yearly 
business potential for the county 
of $318,500 in hotel, restaurant, 
travel service revenues. 
 
The chapter has hosted a number 
of successful workshops this year 
for public participation such as 
one on Using the Data at Ances-
try.com, Searching for your Native 
Ancestors, Beginning the Search 
for your Ancestors, and is cur-
rently planning upcoming work-
shops on Using our NEW Up-
dated Web Site and Photograph-
ing your Ancestor’s Grave Stone 
for Registering it on the “Find A 
Grave” Website. 
  
A very advanced offering from 
the chapter is their web page site 
at www.fairfield.SCGen.org  
which is now searchable by key 
words. Free use of chapter mem-
bership tools on Ancestry.com, 
Fold3.com, Family Tree and Ge-
nealogyBank.com are offered in 
the genealogy room, along with 
the use of our computers and 
WiFi for laptop owners.  

 

 Legendary Locals of Fairfield 
County by Virginia Schafer is a 
collection of photos and facts 
spanning several generations, 
starting with the early residents 
and Native Americans of Fair-
field County.  Our legendary 
locals include vignettes of some 
early settlers, military figures, 
religious leaders and educators, 
business men, politicians and 
beauty queens, and artists and 
musicians. This book follows the 
progress of Fairfield County 
through pictures that fea-
ture the movers and shakers in 
many walks of life…and a book 
about Fairfield County is not 
complete without mentioning 
the legends - the ghosts, the 
cowboy stories, the unique and 
the tragic.  

The books are now available at 
the museum and other business 
in town.  Proceeds from 
the sales of the Legendary Lo-
cals of Fairfield County will be 
donated to the Fairfield County 
Historical Museum.     

  
Dr. Virginia Schafer is a new-
comer to Winnsboro and even 
though she has been trained in 
medicine and is a medical writer 
by trade, she has a keen interest 
in research and history and 
would like to continue produc-
ing books about our community.  
She writes, “Preservation of our 
pictures, memories and history 
is of utmost importance.  If we 
don’t know where we come 
from, we don’t know where we 
are going. Thanks for letting me 
take a peek, Winnsboro!"  

 The cemetery committee has 
identified and found several 
abandoned cemeteries, located 
three previously unknown 
cemeteries in the Longtown 
area, and continues to search 
for small remote burial sites that 
have escaped the memories of 
present-day generations. 
  
Membership benefits for joining 
the chapter are quarterly news-
letters, assistance in finding 
one’s ancestors, access to Fair-
field County research materials, 
membership in the State Genea-
logical society with additional 
workshops, 10% discount on 
books and published materials, 
free access to web site tools, 
queries published in the news-
letters and contact with people 
who share our interests in gene-
alogy and history.   
  
Memberships are:  $20.00 Indi-
vidual, $25.00 Family, $15.00 
Associate, $50.00 Patron, 
$100.00 Benefactor, $300.00 
Lifetime.  Membership forms 
can be found @ 
www.fairfield.SCGen.org or stop 
by the museum upstairs to join. 

SC Genealogical Society /Fairfield Chapter  

Membership Application/Renewal 

 
  Name....……………………….. 

 Member of another chapter?  Y…..N…. 

 Phone: (   )….………………… 

 E-mail….……………………… 

 Mailing address....………………… 

 .……………………………… 

  ……………………………….. 

 

Membership Categories 

 

     $20 Individual 

   $25 Family 

   $15 Associate (Paid member                
of another chapter. Insert Chapter and 
Membership Number.).…………. 

   $50 Patron  

   $100 Benefactor  

   $300 Lifetime  . 

 

Surnames you have researched or are 

planning to research.…………… 

....………………………….. 

....………………………….. 

……………………………

……....…………………….. 

http://www.fairfield.scgen.org/
http://www.fairfield.scgen.org/


 

 

 

 

Please update your Membership Here!  

Fairfield County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 632  

Winnsboro, 29180  

 

Update us with any address changes.  Includ-

ing your email address allows us to save post-

age money and much elbow grease in sending 

your newsletters by the web.  Please print the 

address clearly. 

 

     MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS  (Please circle one) 
 

    I.……….Individual for one year      $ 15.00 

    F ………Family for one year         $ 20.00 

    Corp.…Business for one year       $125.00 

    Life Membership…     $250.00  
      Optional Gift for:  

    “The Catharine Stratton Ladd Fund”        $ _______  
        A fund for the upkeep of the interior of the Fairfield County House Museum  
 

      Optional donation:      $ _______ 
         Memory of: ___________________________________________________ 
 
    Name___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Email___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Telephone_______________________________________________________________________ 

IT ’S THAT TIME AGAIN! 

In January, Amanda McNulty and 
her Educational Television produc-
tion crew came to the museum to 
video tour and to talk to members 
of the Town and Country Garden 
Club who had decorated the down-
stairs with live arrangements previ-
ous to her arrival.   
 
After the film session I took the 
film crew for a visit to the Ander-
son quarry, Old Lebanon Stone 
Church cemetery, Kincaid house, 
Buck and Carol Cooks plantation 
house, and my father’s gar-
den.  She seemed thrilled with 
seeing all and meeting some fine 
people.   Her camera men com-
mented that Roland Alston never 
gave them such a good time on 
filming sites!  The TV segment was 
seen on Making it Grow (ETV) in 
March. 
  
February was African American 
History Month.  The Museum 
worked with partners on some 
special projects to incorporate the 
stories of our Black communities 
into the mainstream interpretation 
of our County’s overall cultural 
history. Local historical researcher 
Kadena Woodward worked at the 

Museum in an “on call” status 
for researchers and we pre-
sented three school programs 
bringing around 50 high school 
students to the museum.  We 
took two groups on field trips to 
Camp Welfare and to some rural 
churches to locate the graves of 
several former slaves whose 
interviews are recorded in the 
Library of Congress.  Several 
students were able to find his-
torical information about their 
relatives in Kadena’s records 
and one girl cried when she 
found her grandmother’s fu-
neral program. 
   
In addition, museum volunteers 
are working on putting together 
the 75 or so former slave inter-
views that were collected in the 
1930s.  These documents are 
full of historical details and ge-
nealogical information from 
Nineteenth Century communi-
ties and residents, both black 
and white.  Partners with the 
Museum and schools were the 
Fairfield County Council, Fair-
field Genealogy Chapter, Fair-
field County Arts Council, and 

the Fairfield County Historical 
Society.  
     
The historical society’s own hard-
working  Betty Harden was hon-
ored in a recent town council 
meeting with Volunteer of the 
Year Award for her work with the 
museum and other organizations. 
She had a copious applause gal-
lery crowding the town council 
room and out into the hallway! 
 
Recently, I presented budget 
requests to the county admini-
stration:  I  have requested a capi-
tal investment item for the repair 
and rebuilding of museum’s an-
tique front and back doors and  
have alsoo requested a full-time 
budgeted staff position for the 
genealogy room.  Eddie Killian, 
the president of the genealogy 
chapter, gave a very effective 
presentation  to the county coun-
cil last month about the numbers 
of visitors coming to the museum 
and spending money staying in 
the county.  As his presentation 
got lots of verbal support from 
council members, it is hoped that 
this will be the year we will get 
these very needed considera-

tions.  It is a well known statistical 
fact that cultural tourism and ge-
nealogy research IS ALSO ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT.  It brings 
visitors to our hospitality offerings 
such as motels, restaurants, gas 
pumps, and stores. Jobs are cre-
ated when more visitors begin 
coming to see our historical 
county.  Maybe even some of the 
visitors will want to buy a house, 
like Virginia and Peter Schafer who 
came to town and ended up buy-
ing a downtown Winnsboro house. 
  
The society board, in conjunction 
with the Catharine Ladd Endow-
ment committee, is presently 
searching for an appropriate larger 
dining room table for use in the 
museum’s downstairs collection.  
Several potentials have been ex-
amined in area antiques auctions, 
but we are hoping to find exactly 
what we need at some time in the 
near future. 
 
We have been partnering with the 
USC Libraries  Digital Online Pro-
ject, having some of our valuable 
documents and manuscripts 
scanned and put online for re-
searchers.  This is an exciting pro-

AROUND THE MUSEUM. . . AND BEYOND 
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PLANNING TO ATTEND???  
 The annual meeting and reception will be held at Honeysuckle Acres 
at 6 PM on May 16, 2013.  You are invited to bring guests.   
Heavy hors d'oeuvres will be served and the cost per person is 

$20.00 . Reservations should be sent  by the deadline of May 9 to  

 
Mrs. Pam Laird  
202 W. High St.  
Winnsboro, SC, 29180.   

 
Please update your membership status at this time also. 

ject that is gaining regional at-
tention.  They are soon to have 
Fairfield’s 1840 - 1910 News and 
Herald newspapers digi-
tized.  You’ll soon be able to go 
online and find articles about 
your local ancestors. Also, the 
project operators have recently 
borrowed several museum bi-
bles to be digitized on the site at 
http://library.sc.edu/digital/
collections/hstryfrfld.html 
 
Plans for permanent exhibits 
design work:  Ed and I have 

been working with collections 
consultant Annie Rivers to up-
date our database and to survey 
the contents of our collec-
tion.  We will decide the main 
thrust and topics for some new 
permanent exhibits to be 
housed in the two second floor 
rooms on the south, and profes-
sional exhibits designer, Rick 
Shackelford, will help us with 
design work, exhibit set up, and 
graphics displays.    

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry! Hurry! (Remember, exercise is good for you!)  Make your reservations now! 

Flash!  News just in! 

Due to funding changes, the museum is having to consider curtailing our Satur-

day open hours to a  “special advance reservation arrangements status.”    


