
( German Karl Benz invents the automobile in 1885,
and Henry Ford begins mass production of the
Model T in 1908 with over 15 million sold in the
U.S. by 1930. Over 8 million cars are sold in
the U.S. in 1996.

Not until the year 1000 did Indian
mathematician Sridhara recognize
the importance of zero. Since we
began counting the years with one,
rather than zero, the new
millennium officially starts in 200 1,
not 2000. Excitement is building
for New Year's Eve 1999, but so is
the fear that computers may
recognize the year 2000 as 1900.

Christopher Columbus lands in the
Bahamas on October 12, 1492. Neil
Armstrong walks on the moon on July 20,
1969. In 1998, NASAbegins construction
of the International Space Station, the
most complex technological project in
human history.

Doctors in the 1000s use an astrological
chart to determine a patient's treatment.
Medicine is ingested only when the
moon is in a favorable position. Many
people today carry on the astrological
tradition through horoscopes.

Yellowstone National Park, the first
park in the National Park System, is
established on March 1, 1872, and
covers 2.2 million acres. The National
Park System now covers 83 million acres.

Q Surgery in the 1800s is performed
on blindfolded patients under no
anesthesia by surgeons who wipe
instruments clean. Many people
now elect to have cosmetic
surgery. In 1997, 37 percent of
cosmetic surgery patients undergo
multiple procedures.

Thomas Edison patents the
phonograph in 1878. Sharp
introduces a minidisc player
in 1998 that records music


