
___ In September, Russia begins a military campaign
T against Chechen nationalists to regain control of

the breakaway republic. More than 200,000people
flee the region, but a fierce rebel resistance
stays to fight for control of the capital, Grozny.

~ In September and October, powerful earthquakes
....••.•. strike around the globe, killing 15,000 people in

Turkey, 1,450 in Taiwan and at least 122 in Greece.

Archaeologists
excavate 105
mummies ina
2,000-year-old
underground
Egyptian tomb
believed to contain
a total of 10,000
mummies. The
necropolis will shed
new light on the
Greco-Roman era
and will allow
scholars to chart
demographic data
and the incidence
of disease.

.l. On December 31, the U.S. returns control of
-.- the Panama Canal to Panama. Opened to the

world in 1914, the canal is considered one of
the greatest construction achievements in
American history.

2 0 0 0 .l. In December, torrential rains cause Venezuela's
-. worst natural disaster of the century. Mudslides

and flash floods kill up to 30,000 people, while
damage estimates run into the billions of dollars.


