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- FAIRFIELD 'BAPTIST CHURCH

»Due to the fact that 81l records have bean lost the following account of

Fairfieid ﬁaptist Cnurch history has been;taken primarily from Hrso 01lin Jo

Owens "Furman's Fairfield Days".

Among the members of Rock Creek Church ¥ : the Davis family of Monticello.

Rock Creek Church ordained' Jonathan Davisjto the gospel ministry end in 1820

he organized Fairfield Church.

wy-:wm-'r?- -rmgnms Ll ~,,~ >

The s:}te selec}:ed for the building of Fa:.{fa.eld Church was about t.hree_a.nd
a half miles south and west of the town o% Winnsboro in the direction of
Monticello. The church faced southo ‘Ihekmembership increased rapidly end,
because the comrrmnity was made up of wealt?hy planters, the church soon g‘rew"

to a position of strength and prestiges B;ptist.s throughout the State came

to regard it as on® of the strongest country churches in the Convention.

The years Furmai (now Furmen University, located 2t Greenville, S. C. ) spent
in Fairfield County were so much & part of Fairfieid Baptist Church history
tnhel some mention must be made here of that time On December 17, 1835 &t
Charleston, Reve Jonzthan Davis wes elected president of Furman's Board of
Trastecse TS board includsd on its list some of the sblest Baptists in
South Caroline during that periode.

.

-

Davis dreasmed of moving the school to r&l irfield and spared no effort to rake
nis dream come true. Davis knew the ebility of the Fzirfield congregation.

He wes familier with the fine gisplays of carriages, livery, horses, and Grivers
that errived in front of “a_.rl‘e"‘d Church on reeting Sundayse The description
of these 1s still handed down in Falrlield County to remind the present
generation of the last splendor of days before the war. The Rev. Jonzthen

Davis realized his dream bub the yeers Furman spent in Fzirfield County were
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hard p:_xéso e to a rrumbgr ofﬁreas;ons; one,. that;;m.railway l.mssed near the - -

school, it was decided’ that :w would be best tO movee Soon after Furman left, | - H
Fairfield Church becameé involved in CQntmveI‘SiBSQ The exact cause of these |

is buried in obscurity, but sowe traditlon claj_ms tha’c there were srguments

over some property that had ance belqn%ed to the Instltutiom There is

scme documentary evidence to uphold this. At eqy- rate, Reve Jonathan Davis

died in 1855 and shortly efter the chugch burned down end (it is believed)

]

211 the church records were loste

3

In 1658 21l but two or three members of Fairfield Church withdrew end organized

the F“rat Baptist Cerch of Hlnnsooro. Following the War between the States
old Falrfleld Church went practically 3ut of existence end no meetings vere
held until 1882, In that year a Rev, gahon of Union came and held a revival
meeting in the log school house about i mile and a quarter west of the
original site of Feirfield Churcho Tnis school house was on the propsrty
of indrew Young. Eight converts were received and Rev, Hahon found three
women who had ance been members of the old Fairfield Church. These, Mrs.
Erma Young (wife of Andrew Young) and her two slsters, Mrs, Jane CGregg and
Mrs, G20. Robertson, met in Mrs. Young's home and voted in the new members.
From that time on Fairfield Church has continued, though on & new site near
+here the log school building stoode

it the time the slaves were freed the white members géve them some of the
church p;ooe*ty — & smzll tract across hzt wes then a Public Road — on vhich

to build a churche

ol

& Church property formerly consisted of 2 and 3 quarters 2cres conveyed to

Al

Fairfield Baptist Church by James Nelson (two acres) and John P Shirley
(3 quarters zcre). Dssc znd Plat in Clerk of Court Office. A historical
marker was placed in the old cemetery in 1954 by Mrs. Annie Tweed Young,

wife of Archie Andrew Young.
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-"The Staue Convention of thc Baptist pe:\omina.tion in South Ca:rolina" on. Decam‘ber
20, 1825 : received from the’ 1egislature an aC§ of ; 1nnorporaxien for the ‘eptabliabment
of "en-ecedexzicel and’ theological 8Cinary fOT the ‘education of-youth, generally,and -
of 1ndigcnu pious, young men, particulerly, who msy ‘be deosigned” for the gospel minis-
try.) On Jenvary 15, 1827, with one’ instructor, the ypstitusion wag opened in the
village of Edge afield. Joseph Andrews Werne e this first instructor.

o Tnus there canre into existencse the school dreamed of vy Oliver .EHari in the mid-
. dle of the 18th: century end zezlously aeitated for meny years. by Richard Furman,

* Richard Fursen aicd-on August 25,7 1825 without seeing his hopes fulfi‘led but so
closely did Baptisis jdentify G"*istiap education with thelr es»eevnd 1e der. thav
they nemed the ‘institution fox- nim,

Eaving loce’cec. Furman abt’ Eigefield in crier to be near thelr Ceorg*a ‘orethren
srom whon they expected joint supDOTY, South Carolins Baptists were dissppointed wb.er.
this 5UPDOTrY ze.lled. to meterial ize. By the é.\.ose oz 1828 the ins’ci’cut:.on was on tbe
verge of collzpsC. -

To prcvvnu this, 'the: tmsueea 5av‘= o the classical school for the time belrng,
ané placing the thres nmnisuerial ‘stederts then enroled under the cero and tutelage .
of ‘the scnelerly Jesse Eartwsll, poved Furnan to’ ‘High Hills of the Santee, novw called
Stzteburg. For five years the scr.ool .operabed- .exclusively for pinisterial students,
remained in this location. Equipped &b’ best ‘with only a fow fraze and pole buildings’
and racked by discord beiwcen the two prefefsors, J€s8sé Fariwell -end Semuel Furmao, .
it closed its GooTS at the end of 1834 zimobt swazped in dcot, Those who had pledged
their financizal support simply feiled to lire up %o their promises.

Puring 1835 and 1835 the schoocl was closed, but by rno m2ens dead, Beptist leaders
were active in thelr efforts to Iind e tian that would makec the school succsed. N.W.
HodzZes vias clected egent Yo solict E0DST .

Irasmuch as Hodges plzyec 2n izportex
followinz facts eboub hig 1ife are in oT .
¥ichclas Warc Eodges veas Yorn in ADDeVi

' 11e District on Jesuery 1, 1797. He was
veptized &t Horn's Creek Courch, Tdseficld District iz May of 1826, The crurch at
'dvc'ie"d 1icensed hin to preach ir June of that yeer erd & year later, oo June 17.

1827 ordained rin, FProm trhat time o2 ke wag 2 tireless preacher of the gospel au

worker for Furmanl Institution,

Ir 1829 hc becane pasior of Ms. Meriah Church, five miles soutk of Greenwood,
znd remeined there until elected an zzent of Furmamn. He founded Hodges Institute io
Greenwood v '\1(. corved Tor mauwy years ol wrarpoase of Christian educatloﬂ in that
community."

Hodges, &long with Judige 3elton 0'¥%ezil znd Basil Menly, ST., was an erdent 2d4-
vodzte c¢f manuel labor scrhools, &¢ 1t wes largely through Ris influence that th
trustees geve it e trisl im Teiriield.

Fodges died &t Greenwood of consu=dtfoz on Oct. 7, 18541, soorn af ter the death
of his sccond vwife TY the samc GiscesS: Ko ig buried éircctly behind Mt. Morien Church
puilding which was erected in 183+ while he wvas pastor.

Other faithful men tesices toiges labored for Furmen in Tzirfield, tut facts
ebout then are either v e11 rocordcd Y Dr. McGlothlin ard cthers or elsc are lnown

to this writer,

Cn Decemder 17, 1835 at ChzrlostOnt, Rev, Jonathon Dav
Turcan's Board of Trustecs. rpis toaTd included on it
tls s in South Carolina during - that Period,

Davie dresmed of mcving he S”""Ol to Tajrfiecld ond sparcd no cifort to rake his
dream come truc. Devis lmnew the aoility of tre Pairfield congregation, He was ;amili'b
LI P R ° T St of Soaidas, 1ivVery, horses. and erivers that arrive 4 in froni




of Teirfield Church on meeting Surdeys, yye description of thege 1B ByLILH HmmmmmT

dovn ‘in Fairfield County to remind the 'm.e;g'f;t 'g'enai'a."c'ion of the Lokt gplendor of
- .deys defors the war, o Preses” Pl : - .

' lin e letter to hie son~in-law in 1835, Hr. Pavis wroted .

. "I neve made &n effert s a comaencement foT & gitte for the

Institution end-have subserided i the “pounde-of Fairfield

! e ~ Congregation $3,000, Todey the. Co 4o hove exemined &: .
o site (Jéhse Nelson!s) ‘¥ronting HGBEHTCH, highly delighted
i with the nicer gituation bnd, quallty-bf the.1and, 600 acres,
300 of ¥hich ervmowledzed: to va good for 30 dbushels of corn
to the acre, price $5,000, vhich 1 tnink fnlly_..wo"f‘ch thatb - o
cum, The committee (is) fully peréuaded if tho -woney can®e . o
reiged without the old funds of the convention, that Fair-'
£101d will get the location, I thjuk I oan(pledge) Feirfield
to veine $5,000, R ) .
(The Life Work ‘of Jomes Clement Furmen by Cook,. pp.51—5‘2) !
pfter further study of evailable lend andi afier lengthy ‘negotistions, Mr., Devis
obteined 557 acres of land’ srmedistely surrounding the church (the pazme lexd des-
cribed above) from Jesss Xelgon for the sum of 7,400, Tne deed o the lands was
gigned on Merck 8, 1836, It is registered iy Deed Book !, p. 502 in Fairfield County
courthouse, :
Accompanying the doed is the plot &s trased below!
: \
\ )
st N\ FQ:h-ﬂeld

Chu e h

DPert A represents mart of & trect originally

” grented to Willis= Sumzarell for 350 acres
on the __ day of roril 177
Par: 3 oF & tract origenelly granted IO 3€n-
Jamin Cwens.
Part € e tract corigirelly granted tO Thomas
wOO’.’.'ﬁ’al'C._, A
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-2 slight 111 vhich comands o 'view of 811 fBe surrounding countryside was se-
lected -2s the eite for- the building of the Furman- Institution, & frame building,
120 ‘feet long by 30 to 4O feet vide wag erecbed on this hill facing the church. I%
housed the students, class-rooms, and 1ibrafy. .
; Urhe first session, " according to nr,;}chiothlip,_ "opened the first Mondesy in
Pebvruary, 1837."By spril there were 50 boevders-end 13 logel siudents, Each of these
was required to wark 2% hours per dey in thé fielde under the direction of & farmer.
and the faculty members were expecied to go' with them to the field, . ,

The principal of the English and Classicel school wes Prof. Y+, B. Balley. Lead-
er of ths Mzruel Lebor Ffeature was ¥illiam Davis, 2ssisted vy ¥, ¥. Hodges. ‘The
theologicel Gepartment did not gos started motll the next yeer. - .

The best remembered single event ¢f the Felrfield years wes the fire whic‘:j. oc-~
carred oo Mey 1, 1837. The school tuilding,’wnich 2lso housed the studentis, was
totally destroyed, along siib its entire contents. Tne fire took the life of one of

the students ard he ‘was buried on the hillimeer where the buildirg stpod, Local

farmers took the students into thetr homes -and fed and clothed them until other vro-
vision could be made for their care, Prof, Bailey refused bo close-because of the
fire, .
Undesunted by this disaster, plans for mretuilding vere begur at once, Between
M2y of 1837 and January of 1838 small one end two-room cablns were erected on the
hill %o house the students. These were paid for by individuals. They were arranged
in 2 semi-circle about the .site of the orfgineal building and eventually nuzbered
zbout e dozen, On the site of the burned Wllding the new building was constructed,
1t was made of brick with t21l ceilings, thick walls, and was three stories high.
Across the road leadinz to Winnsboro end about a guarier of = mile distant, =
two-story brick residence for the faculiy was erscted aif the szne time the new school
puilding was built, It was in this home that the first Mrs, Furmen died in 1849, Her:
death was dramatically describded by her husgend ir a2 lettver %o members of the family
znd hzs been preserved on pp. 110-118 of Dr, Coc¥s biography of James C. Furman,
Yhen the theolozical department opened on January i, 1338 with Dr, Hooper ino
McGipnis was elected to give helf of his time to the theological

v
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c e, Pev, J, S, ikl

dzperiment ané half to the classicel, Froz the start the theological department 4id
betier then the other dGepariments because of the financlel suopord which Soutk Caro-~
iinz Baptisis gave t¢ their ministeriel studeats.

reconstructed from descripiion in minutes of Board of Trusvees '
tizens vwho remcmole® seeing the
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Specifications: 18 Zecet long, 15 foet wide, 9 fect ceoiling, 1
foot from greund, 1 deor, 2 windews, = caimney,
foundztions ¢ sbone, Pesition of windows uncertain,
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problens begen %0 plaguc the schao ‘rz}esh powevCTy The manuel 1ebOT feature
aid mot succeed 2s the studentes decaze 19‘;115.6\,18 grid ghirked phelr work. The school
operatgd st 2 .loss, Lend gnd cquipment for the psnuel 1abor aivieion had peen bought
on cre_a_dit gnd now debt begen_to herrass the spptitutbion again, | :
_ in 1839 the trusbees puthorized the cale of a1l property guch as hoT&es, stock,
prov':\.sions, ell movezbles (rescn'ing 2 nules, 8B ox cart and owen with provender for
their custonance.) This parked the begimning of ahandonment of the classicel .school
ond the menuzl 1200T ‘featurc, :

Even liguor -shops in tho neighborhood ;contrmtea to the aémorenzation.' -

The gession of 1843 wes ghalzer by e guarrel pesween the faculty and .the atewerd . %
over price of board. The faculby, efter im}estigating prices charged YY other schoolE’ -
naintained that 510 per ponth per student was t00 hign to pay for voard, They de- -
geormined to glect & steward who would board the gtudents £or no ROreé than 58.50.

Seversgl .j:s.eigh'bors in 164l sent & cour}eous petiviod %o .the school -to repalr
fences arourd the steward!s hell Yecaise 8pme of thelr cetile ned wendered throush
the dbroken gates ‘gnd fences end been }:*_ne'cf‘. Yy (presuna’l':l:«' the gteward).

Tunds were 60 scarce curing this 'psrs,:od tmat 2 petition to meke repeirs oz the
£aculty residence wes turped GOV '

In 1845 the faculty passe& geveral regulations ol interest. Tney declared that
no siudent wno ned pot entered the coufse it theolosy conld "meke BLY engagemeris

for preaching gtetedly." Thosc 4p Junior sdd niddle classes in thcolo& might bave :
o regulat ;aon’chly appcintmar\.t for -preac‘:zirg end thosée in tne SenloTr class might
npreach statedly two Lord's Days 1B cach gonth,! A0 student, howevel, might preach
occasionally at the discration of the Pr sdent of the I aculty.

A prograd for morning and evening T cers wae BeY D Morreing preyers viere
neld 2av sunrise every poreing -and coniucted o gtudentvs in alpha‘oe‘oical order, gach
student talkring his gurn for & weck. The 1&ader Was rec_u.irec’-. to call the roll, ard
sosentees nzd %o prcs-:nt excuses in writiﬁg 2t the end of each meek. Faceliy nmembers
conduched cvening prayers which were neld &t 2 neli hour pefore sunseb ecach after-

noon. rriday nights were reserved foT devotioné.l exercises end literary giscussions.
1c 1844 for the 1ngiitution Jemes C. Furman was sold 619 geres OF jend on

Little Cedar Creek in rairficld Coun%y, S°=% piles fTo® the Institution caTpLs, for

$5 O Cnristien tntzoinger. mrie gift wes followed ©Y others of money £24 time 07
Mr. Entzzings¥ whost : ogcendants are still pro:ninently identified. with the Baptist

cause.

liennars of the ?airfielé Church in 886 asked the Board of Trusteces of- FurEed

¢ releass Jzmzs C. Turcen $ToR 211 teachling oupcide the theoloZy d.epartmen’c 3n ordes
x pocome theiT pastoT. Tpey offered kiE §L00 peT veaT and told the

3on could therebdy. 02 gaved theb ruch expensss Thz toerd

reduced ‘D;{}.F’xman‘s gzlary b0 $600.

_1gt BeginoinZs 5p Tduczhbiol nes qescrived the repi

i s ors aurins the Fairi jeld era~ This: i

ciceved the lack of cherility V8 cterized the entire perioi.

35 sefe to szy thab ihe yoivs 1e)s ¥oars vere ensebtled amd unhaPoy years.
of ihis, rowover, DT n13% seys theb the thcolo&y dcpariment ErEv
e -gtTongesy Baptist ‘c‘ncologiCal school in the South @uring the tense forties
and in -gacega.:{lszg tnhe clesst v @cozrinent wWes rcopened.
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Soon efter tne closing of RC classical et %

giscussion vegeh oror moving v ¢ Instituiion. Tng 0peT country was ¥iné for & ¥

wal laboer scmool, Tab % was nO placs 1o Lrairn preacheTs: sfper o2 aiscussion

of :‘CmO'v'cl, cc::;:;l*_c:.:.ei oy re qucs“v-"’ of ope:‘.'.-z;; o) gancral sconinaIth Grce"'.’l’ll:‘,

Andersom™ roenwood, and possz’ol.' otnor places vid for the schocl. D-. Pelletnllt

oys, "1t ¥es geaerally azrecd gnat °E ingpitution ghould To ¥om? ed to this 8§8°7
1imate, the largct

s , be - o ¥ :

tion (uppeCr part of the state) pacause of the more galubriouns C:
—roportion of white ing chesber living corditi

1ation, & g tre great nus gr of gtreans provicing water power for future manuf ac-

Y
Q
Q
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v
o

turing sovelepments. "
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i ‘g1though the forogoing rcasone were the deciding f agfc_o:_:e 1n'-”"remoye_'|.-;‘rom. 'L'- W X
Firfield, local tredition .claims that there were w0 others, This -writer:cemnovy N
dbument these, bubt merely states thom ag gurviving traditions, These wers: the . L
fiure of the rallroad to pass by the ingtitution property end a sirained rela-

tonship botween Furman and Mt, Zion Institute which he.d boenﬂin '?‘(izms’ooro since ..

3?7. 1%t was inevitable that Furman Bhould?.enc:roac‘h woon Ht, Zion's constituency, | .

"% oreeaville wes chosen as Furpanls.new hogoand $7¢,000 \7as.so§_ as the minus}um ,

gi:a pecessary to xake the move, At the meetdng of the conv.on’cmn'.e.t_Pandl.eton in

Tcember 1850, $30,000 had been subdscribed jthrough only tvo aggnts._'.ponvinpec'g,‘l;hat
the reomeinder could be raised -easily, prepsretions wore made..:for,ilimnediavq ':;cmoval. :
he expense of moving was only e "little more than $500 since there was not much to
sove--—the 1ibrary, the furniture, the household goods of ‘the professors, 2nd little
tesides." ) o o ,

There were obly three professors in 1851, Drs. :
Puroen, J. S, Mims, and Peter G, Edwerds, Urman old L
rinute Dook ¢i Furmen. Teculty. meetings held during
tno Feirfield dafs some.unkmown doodler éeyy 2 nus-
Yer of clever sketches, Feone are identified by neme ,;\\\\\\\\
and the writer could not rccognize bul one, a rea- "/'ch('iqff}}.\\\
sonable likeness of James C. Furmen, Thls Loug - ‘("\b“'\“»b .
sketch, giving some idea of how Dr, Furmenilooked RN
sbout this %ime, is copied herewith, _
znsgwer fo the demand for a colleggior uni- I Q¥ !
h couid offer z complete and gdnished
ne institution, upon removel, ¥ras re- A
FPhe Furmen University! with plens
aw and redicine to the classicel

cvartmeonts., The first clesses in
cenductod on the first Mendey in
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Pasley, sgent of the State Conventio
to Jonn B. Sburley of Feirficld
211 the land on the south side o
: 4 Church, On it was located the school ou
ay Paslecy sold to Rev, Cerolus Felider of Fairfiel
Thig wes 2ll ihe lend on the norih side o the
,, Oz it wes the faculty residence. ) .
scres of land oh Little Cedar Creck given OY Christian %
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sold on Jan, 11, 18350 for §2,000, ¥, B. Jokrson, ageni o
to Tnomas Nclson.
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Tho ‘earthguslc of 1886 caused so much dsmage 40-the 5chodl building, -then’

“since used 28-'e residence, that.the owner Te

‘gbﬁiqk'thus discarded to duild e sma
" :i :Tho old'groves that once surro
. +gmall buildings, the fonces; and g
-commgnds. the hill and can be scen

moved the thind-story end used’ the. *
11 2ddition inztho Tbaz,.” -0 . 0 - 0
unded this buidding are gono, .Gons too are the -
at88:: Ther building, shorn-of its porches, still: -
for e long-gistence in every direction, '
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road the faculty residence, also remarkably well prescrved after
stands, sheded by its sncient ceders,
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G o/of the con:munity 'oqught upue ca?ci .aml 8010 clein todsy that 'tho -
,,-91,3:18 “of: ’Gheir ‘present’ homas sroplnid (m&toﬂgj: tekon Lrom tho cabinse: - T
L L g -only réminder- 62013 - I’aﬁ-rfialcc}nn&hn ?urman “deys is & gTOVP of gra.ve-: .
-~ m&'rkers in:the a-'ban&onoa cemetery. R N 23
. " Long: .sinco €°110 from’ I‘aiffie 13 1 g\ms Iﬂgtitutiom Gone ere:tbose who X6- ® \
“<. " momber whar 11t “Was' here, Bu T the ‘nleeg Lt purman 1eEb- ahind will vo felt for= = i,
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Records in Fairf ield Couni* ,owthouse

Minutes Furmen Board of “‘rfﬁva 1625-1851 ;

Minutes Executive Gomrnitve\ flezan Board of prustecs during 't‘
Y Feirfield veri oo‘a‘n,qomolcuc) \!
- Ay . !
! . Minutos Furmald 'ﬁ‘acul"v }Js».x:ﬁs during Fair.jf i1eld perloé. (incor:plc’cc) !
The Ba'otist'urcyclonvde. hl"l‘»e:.x Cathcard, Tverts 1883 \
V4
Bentist Beginnings in ‘Ex.mc?ti W, J. NcGlothlim, Sundey Sch. Bd.1920 \
The Life \'{'ork of Jemes Cl33 “t Furzan, Be Lo Cook, Alester G Formas
T 1926
b
\

Lest Ve Forget, J. S. I,‘ri:‘;l, frozdmsn Press 1938
. l

Centennizl issn.o, The Bem.st Courier, DecembeT 8, 192t

-3 .
Eistory of Fair; jeld Counts, 'Fizhugh HelasteTr, state 1947

iwo Conturies of ihe Pirst Dambist Church_of Soutn Czroline E. A
Tupper, Woodwerd an \Po» 1839
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