Branham-Robinson—Sims Cemetery
5 graves only
1985 Smallwood Road (S-20-46), Ridgeway, Fairfield County, SC

M i b P i [0 :
GPS coordinates: N34° 16” 21°* & W80° 55° 7°” (or:
34.2726, -80.918611). Located on private property.

! GRAVES:

i 1-Henry M Branham :
' 2- Mary Ann Nancy Branham :
3 - Thomas Sims 1
4 - Susan Sims !
i 5 - William Ross Robinson
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Research on the five interments here was gathered from
available death certificates, as noted, and from 3 Federal
censuses: 1880, 1900, and 1910. There are differences
between the census reports, such as ages and name
variations, and no one of them should be accepted as
completely factual, but as excellent guides.

In those three reports there was only one “Henry (or H, or
HB) Branham” enumerated in the Ridgeway district each
time.

The census reports show that these individuals all lived
adjacent to each other. For example, the 1900 Census
enumerated these three consecutive Ridgeway households:

(1) Thomas Sims (head), with W (R or A) Roberfson
[error? [ son-in-law + wife (name illegible).

(2) Henry Branham (head) and wife Amanda.

(3) Adolphus Branham (head) age 22; wife Amelia age
24 + two daughters.

1880 Census: Henry Branham, age 25, occupation —
wagoner (?); wife Amanda age 26; son Adolphus age 3.

1900 Census: Henry Branham age 48 farmer; wife
Amanda age 50; living in the next household to Adolphus
and Amelia Branham.

1910 Census: Enumerates “H B Branham™ age 60 farmer;
wife Mary Ann age 57; living in the next household to
Adolphus and Amelia Branham.

The last two censuses above highlight the inconsistency
between the reports. We know from death certificates that
Adolphus Branham was the son of Henry and Amanda. It
1s clear that they lived in adjacent households in 1900 and
1910. (We conclude that H B and Henry Branham must be
the same person.)

Death certificate for Henry Branham, Sr :

Bom in Fairfield County, SC. Died in Winnsboro Mills,
Fairfield County, the same date as on above tombstone.
Age 83 yrs, 7 mos, 29 days — this puts his birth date about
Feb 1852. Buried Fairfield County, Aug 31st. Widowed
husband of Amanda S Branham whose birth date is stated
as 24 Jan 1858 (year should be 1851).

His parents: Father unknown, mother - Nancy Gladney.
Informant: Amelia Branham (daughter-in-law).
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William Ross Robinson. Husband of Lucy Jane
Robinson. Her grave not here; she was 22 years younger
than WRR.

June 1910 Census: Lists the household of Wm(?) R
Robinson (head) age 82, L J Robinson (wife) age 60, and
Thomas Simms (father-in-law) age 82.

Obituary: Lucy Jane died in Monetta, SC, 29 Nov 1924 at

nephew J.E. Simms’s home ( “The State ” newspaper, 19
Dec 1924). Buried Ridge Spring.

W.R.R. - foot stone for William Ross Robinson.

Other Historical Notes —

Amelia Branham, noted on page 1 above as informant on
Henry Branham’s death certificate, was the widowed wife
of Adolphus Branham, son of Henry. She died 26 Nov
1953; buried in Winnsboro Mills Cemetery (now called
Royal Pines Cemetery) beside her husband.

Death certificate for Adolphus Branham — States that he
was the son of Henry and Amanda Branham; wife was
Amelia. He died 1935; buried Winnsboro Mills Cmty.
Adolphus and Amelia were parents of six daughters per
the 1910 census.

Obituary for Mrs. Amelia Branham — Eight children,
including 7 daughters and one son, Henry (“Buck™). Last
two born after 1910.

South Carolina death records (free to the public) currently
available only for the approx. years 1915 — 1955, plus
misc records before.

Obituaries - None found for any of these interments
(except for Mrs Amelia Branham)

Funeral records — Do not exist from early funeral directors
or Bruce Funeral Co, Winnsboro.

NOTE: The 1890 Census was destroyed by fire in
Washington, DC.

Attachments (4): Death Certificates for Henry Branham,
Amanda SIMMS Branham, Amelia NEWMAN Branham,
Adolphus Jerome Branham.

Attachments (3): 1880, 1900, 1910 Census copies and
transcripts of same.

Attachment (2): Obits for Mrs. Lucy Jane Robinson and
Mrs. Amelia Branham.

Attachment (1): Partial of 1876 Fairfield County map.
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1876 Map
. Fairfield County, SC
T L drrs By W™ Elkins
(Ref: the Genealogy Room, Fairfield County Museum)

=% ”lnﬂ) -

5 r
(’”l "/ =
i :”f‘/ ',\' ; - if-ﬂm'f ¥
57 S » J/m s Hr

| f-/ J’ # }A'}MJ tSa .} an ‘h. ¥ 4 :

/ / 1 y

J/ : M (fromdeps

L fo Muse )
. - \ . L) S eeeert L

=7 .- _)_{ . e L Y.
7" f’.b,-,’.’/ = /
ne / -
-2

a
WLy

:/
/ .y W/ DA prles,
/1 'r/ Y ¥ " " . \'{({‘”/{V' * x/;r-_'ahl 3
e (A ‘ump.wm‘ i 16 Pt \um”,. ; 177h
o

iy r/

oL Frerhver

Yharras

({p/ /
Y0 .rpru tos .
i

AR, un ,

/}5 luu Vo

& ; e : /./J‘”/u {l".
\ ; ‘-\‘ 7 f’” i Iz [-”,//nf'ff
Y - “_.v'r(‘/,. ‘/.. 7 s q@

. s )lory:

2y o)
Hites

nnfn g R '

/ Irt’}' //;j/ o dlrs (/ ary
‘__ vl ‘._ﬁ \1
LACCorele "

"\ r‘-_
\ #‘ N
"f’ I/ )K/N””” .
\
\'1" S

N\ o A gt

. P
//{;?ﬂﬁ : i\

- s ‘(’fm len ///{{/mr,r . .

3 \/ TUCC S it by / fl,é’n"-'_v’""'

\ J e s

\\
/J \ ) f
’ /’”) fer ennedvy g . i
rte /H!/H c{,,/,m v/ Will:e
},/Hf/” ’ff T
- ‘“5‘- 2 o Ver7
E = (31 Ly f‘/r fm .
’ .:’-’ D 4 Mrs I > .(/!_"” ( ” leriw

. /ffﬂﬂf 'R

“,
’//,I Ly
Marns™ir .. 25
= “2tp,

,.i Homep
qéﬂ "o f;:f; ;

WL




Descendants of Thomas Simms

Thomas Susan
Simms Joiner
1824 - 1911 1824 - 1892
|
f I | I |
Amanda Henry M Lucy Jane William Ross William J Adolphus H Massie
Simms B Branham Simms Robinson Simms Simms Simms
1851 - 1923 1852 - 1935 1852 - 1924 1830 - 1910 1859 - Unknown 1862 - Unknown Unknown -
Unknown

l____J

Adolphus Jerome
Branham
1877 - 1935

Amelia
Newman
1871 - 1953

This genealogy chart should be considered as possible only. It
is not proven, but is from information gathered from tombstones,
census reports, death certificates, and one obit. It does not
include other siblings or offspring except from the reports.




Descendants of Thomas Simms

Generation No. 1

1. THOMAS' SIMMS was born 10 Jun 1824, and died 17 Feb 1911 in Fairfield County, SC. He married
SUSAN JOINER. She was born 24 Jul 1824, and died 08 Jun 1892 in Fairfield County, sc.

More About THOMAS SIMMS:
Burial: private cemetery beside his wife, Smallwood Rd, Ridgeway, SC
Occupation: Farmer

More About SUSAN JOINER:
Burial: private cemetery, Smallwood Rd, Ridgeway, SC
Occupation: "keeping house" (1880 census)

Children of THOMAS SIMMS and SUSAN JOINER are:
2. i. AMANDAZ SIMMS, b. 24 Jan 1851, Fairfield County, SC; d. 27 Feb 1923, Fairfield County, SC.

ii. LUCY JANE SIMMS, b. Abt. 1852, Fairfield County, SC; d. 29 Nov 1924, Monetta, SC; m. WILLIAM
ROSS ROBINSON; b. 16 Oct 1830; d. 01 Aug 1910, Fairficld County, SC°.

More About LUCY JANE SIMMS:
Burial: Ridge Spring cemetery (SC)

More About WILLIAM ROSS ROBINSON:
Burial: privatc ccmctery, Smallwood Rd, Ridgeway, SC
Occupation: farm labor

iii. WILLIAM J SIMMS, b. Abt. 1859, Fairfield County, SC; d. Unknown.
iv. ADOLPHUS H SIMMS, b. Abt. 1862, Fairfield County, SC; d. Unknown.

v. MASSIE SIMMS, b. Unknown; d. Unknown.

Generation No. 2

2. AMANDA? SIMMS (YHOAMS') was born 24 Jan 1851 in Fairfield County, SC, and died 27 Feb 1923 in
Fairfield County, SC’. She married HENRY M BRANHAM, son of [-?--] BRANHAM and NANCY GLADNEY.
He was born Feb 1852, and died 30 Aug 1935 in Winnsboro Mills, Fairfield County, SC’.

Notes for AMANDA SIMMS:

May have been known also as "Mary Ann Nancy." The tombstone for Mary Ann Nancy beside Henry
Branham's grave says: WIFE OF HENRY BRANHAM."

BIRTH DATES AND DEATH DATES FOR BOTH PERSONS ARE THE SAME DATES.

Amanda's death certificate says, "wife of Henry Branham.” Also that her parents were Thomas Simms and
Susan Joiner.

More About AMANDA SIMMS:
Cause of Death: "Old age"

More About HENRY M BRANHAM:

Burial: private cemetery, Smallwood Rd, Ridgeway, SC
Cause of Death: Sudden death / heart disease
Occupation: Farmer



Child of AMANDA StMMS and HENRY BRANHAM is:
i. ADOLPHUS JEROME® BRANHAM, b. 27 Apr 1877, Fairfield County, SC% d. 21 Jul 1935, Fairfield
County, SC”; m. AMELIA NEWMAN?; b. 24 Sep 1871; d. 25 Nov 1953, Fairfield County, SC’.

More About ADOLPHUS JEROME BRANHAM:
Burial: Winnsboro Mills Cmty, Winnsboro, Fairfield County, SC
Occupation: Textile worker: elevator operator.

Notes for AMELIA NEWMAN:

Per the obituary for Mrs. Amelia Newman Branham in “The State" newspaper, 26 Nov 1953, she was
the oldest member of the Stephen Greene Memorial Church in Winnsboro, SC. She was survived by all
of her eight children, including seven daughters and ore son, Henry Branham.

More About AMELIA NEWMAN:
Burial: Winnsboro Mills Cemetery, Winnsboro, Fairfield County, SC, in the family plot next to her
husband.

Endnotes / Sources

NOTE: Tombstone dates, as well as names, are sometimes in error because they are “after the fact” and
rely on a person’s memory. They are considered secondary sources.

. Birth & death dates on tombstone.

. Tombstone, birth and death dates.

Death Certificate, includes Amanda's death date and both parent's names.

. Tombstone, death date.

. Death Certificate, includes Henry's death date, cause of death, mother's name, wife's name.

. Tombstone, birth date.

. Death Certificate, includes Adolphus's parent's names, his death date and cause, wife's name, and his occupation.
Informant: Mrs. A G Branham (wife Amelia).

8. Death Certificate, parents names and husband's name.

9, Death Certificate, birth date, death date, and place of burial.
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' Winnsboro. Dies |

WINNSBORO, Nov. 25— (Special), thi
.—-—Mrs Amelia Newman Branham,! S

.82, widow of D. 7 Branham, dxed* €
'this afternoon at her home in: toru
‘Winnsboro after a short illness. {na <

Mrs. Branham celebrated her,lsa )
’birthday Septemher 24 at a family gmrf
reunion at which all of her eight’ pros
children were present. ‘mal

She was the ol!dest member of
the Stephen Greene Memorial Bap-
i tist Church.

Survivors {nclude seven daugh- :
ters, Mrs. George Baker of Great D
Falls Mrs. W. K Rhymer, Mrs.:
‘John Sims, Mrs. Andrew C. Price. (G
Mrs. Elijah Johns, Mrs. George cia}
Atkinson and Mrs. H. C. Craft, all Pin
of Winnsboro; one son, Henry Bran- da\
'ham of Wmnsboro one sister, Mrs.iter,
Lizzie Rugh of Rock Hili; one brom-l nea
er, Riley Newman of Columbia; %‘hea
granhdchildren and 36 great-grand-iday
children. 1Luc

Funeral services will be conduct-, F
ed at 3 o'clock Friday afternoon]eq
from the Stephen Greene Memorial|frq,
Baptist Church oy the Rev. J. Lipy
McGill. Interment will follow in|ier,
the family plot in the Winnsboro!ter,
Mills Cemetery,. S
Chs

-
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: Mr. Woodward for many yaars farm-._
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OBITUARY

“The State”” Newspaper, 19 Dec 1924
Page 5, col. 5

Date of Death = Sat, 29 Nov 1924

Source:

wns N fmember o! Barnard E._

ed ‘near. Aiken. -

Carollne Cushmnn Woodward;  one
daughter,
‘Jumbia: four .gons, E. E..Woodward,
Woodwud*and Grover C.
Woodward ot Alken county and Louis
B. Wood\vard of Union, and 14 grand-

-Funeral-« services were held ‘Satur-
day ‘afternoon at - Milbrook Baptist
»i church, of which-he was a devout
member at 8:30 o’clock, the Rev. R.

H, innon officiating, Interment

was made in the church cemetery.
--um.—'

MRS. LUCY JANE ROBINSON

i

Special to The State,

‘Robingon’ died at her home near
Moneotta Saturdar afternoon, Novem-
ber 29, after a long and painful ill-
ness of al year. .She was in her T6th
‘year. Her husband died 13 years Ago.
She was a native of Fairfield county
but. had made hér home with hor

Beo

‘He is syrvived. by his: widow, . Mrs. |
Mrs.. L. O, Fanning ‘of Co-.

DIES CLOSE TO MONETTA |

Moneotta, Dec. 18.—Mrs. Lucy Jnne"

nephqw, J«

| for over ei ht rears: - She. is -survived |
Lby- one" sistgn;Er. s, Massxe Brozell of

-brother,

Ridgeway, “and - one_
and several nephs:

Simms: of Monetta
ews ‘and nieces,

years.  Interment was in Ridge Spring
cemetery, the Rev, Mr. Dorsett, D, D,
of the Baptist church conductmg”fhc
servicos. 2§
. "Fire Damages l!ome. :

Rock Hill, Dec. 18.~Fire of an un-
determined origm Saturday |
the home of E. A. Marshall at Sharon.
It was owned by R. Whitesides of
that community. :

: Simms, ‘near: Monetta,i

W J v

khe ‘was & member|
of Ridgeway Mothodist church for RO

damaged |

L7

I

fi
n
fi



