" &Ied

By Michael 'I‘olzmann

hterally half a ¥
f.from home;
reographically and vculturaﬂy,

ur ‘the:son- of onéiBlythewood

‘woman.

Slreep and ‘goats graze
peagefully i the valleys
‘niggtled between mﬁe-cloaked
- hills: on this ruggéd* Italian
isle: In'a nearby’ porf. vﬂlage,
fisliermén guietly pull in; the
bountx from brightly céloriéd
boats that-dot the deep ‘blue -

wfi‘ﬂ Marlne amphlblous
landmgs invaded ‘with over

5,000 soldiers, /sailors, airmen-

and. Marines in ‘the largest

evaix‘uatmn exercise of the year
in thls part;bf the world

for a vyeek-long exerclse that
tested ’Ehell' ability to evacuate
iinnocent civilian bystanders

from @ simulated Hhostile
‘Bituation.

Turnipseed played an
important role in the exercise,
where a‘force must move in,
take comtrol of a hostile
situation and fly the civilians

caught in the crqssfire to

»ye

‘Hungary,; 1

nearby:
“It’s
that

ob-hére to ensure
dier have the basic

| aépioyea Kave hlped todet
up tents,-cots and the dining
facility. P'm also & problem
solver for the miimerous

problems. Wwhich soldiers ha e:

encountered here;” Turh
said.

Turnipseed and the-soldiers:
spent ‘the duration of the
exercise “in.the ficld” When
deployed, a' soldier’s home
usually consists of only what
they can carry or of what is:
haued to their site. Pnepanng
for 'dnd just getting to this
exerd:ﬁe, transporting all their
gear'to an island in the:middle
of ‘this sea,, was no: small
affair:;

“Whei.I deployed to Taszar,
had the
opportunity to work on the

railhead, which received all

the equipment - for qoldlers
deploying to Bosnia. My crew

eventually unloaded all the
» trains

without serious
mcldent and it was: a lot of

, eau;pment

“First we loaded our
eqmpment on military vehicles
and put these vehicles on :a
train. It wis my
responsibility to get the train
loaded properly. This was
back in Miesau, Germany,
where I'm normally assigned
with the 563rd Ordinance
Company.

As ‘an American service

tife while beitig

.goldiers hké Turmpseed is

scariest: thmg?
to me wasy when I was

‘working the nght shift: It

officer in charge of the Hungary
railhiead;”" ipseed said..

'thé Eumpeaﬁ ’theater, Ilfe for

especlallych lenging.
“Qne of tlfiz funiniest and
that hagpened -

would get so ‘cold that
everything msuie your. nose

‘would ﬁ'eeze, and it made it
dlfﬁcult‘ to breath I had never

experienced ' this situation
before. Somghow I made it

through. the. winter; and
became the. npncommlssxoned

Quiet has returned to this
normally tranjguil setting; but
for Turmpsee& and the others
involved in $his. important
test, their training here.could -
save the lives of :innocent
people half a WOrld away.

» Pho!oISPECIAL \
‘Army Sgt. Antwan N. Turnipseed unloads equipment to be used at

an exercise. He and about 1,000 soldiers raised some dust on’ the
Medlterranean island of .Sardinia during a recent week-long tralnlng
eexercise designed to test their ability to evacuate civilians ‘from a
"hostile situation. (Photo by Rolando Gomez)
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