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Cedar Creek church is the oldest
 church with a continuous history in
interior South Carolina. Its physical ..
_location is due to the fact*that it was
- bujlt while as yet thb main highway

thirty years before there was a: Co- -
.. lumbfa. That's why it.ls nearly a
mile off the main.road today. The
. constituent church Is even older than
_the neighborhood: it was a formal
continuation of the old Saxe Gotha

church—which had no legal corporate

existence, but was a very real force
. for. righteousness in- South Carolina :
from about-~1748 to “1761.

. Bible-which, used® tolie on the dask
of the Leitner: Meetmg House:wag an
,earlycopy of the Adgsburg Confes-
,sion :dated 1680, so it can truthfully
.be.:told that the -tap-root- of this
church runs: quiteideep.

:But aside fom the respect due its
antiquity Cedar Creek deserves to live
by reason of the agitation for Prohi-

bition.which was actively begun there
in 1812; by reason of the agitation :
there in- 1817-when,henjamin Woi-

~dord, ~Géorge- .Leitnefy and~ Thomas-

Rawls wers placed upon '‘a perma- .
nent committee looking toward an
educated ministry"”; by reason of an
agitation that helped *ound a branch
of the American! Bible Society in
1831; and, by reason of an agitation
therer which resulted im the- record
which reads :“‘young: Weaver' (Wae-
.ber) and young Leitner built the first |
~cotton”mill in 8. C. about '1833.” .
* It.will: be recalled. that: prior -to
1776.the Episcopal Church' was ‘‘the
established” church in South Caro-
lina—and dissenters had a hard time
of it because of that fact! The above
. mentioned -Saxe Gotha ohurch will
- {airly illistrate this. . In Saxe Gotha .
(Lexington) -on the banks of the Sa- '
ludadwelt 4 number of pions German
.«peoplo whorfarmed ~-d: congregation °
which waa broken up in"dlsgrace by
a -so-éalled trialof “the Waeber here-
tics."“~1t twad allegedithat thelr vell-
gidhﬂes oTs, -
.«-Repsimann,thad' misappropriated the !
= title. of Fathét, Son and Holy Ghost— !
and had actually done to death the
petscn - representing - the devil.
. smile at such nonsense; but they ac-
. tually: hanged rWaeber for it. When
they had taken him to-Charleston and
asi we would say:'today “railroaded"
him through--the-Court,-Jacob Wae-
_ber, “imprisoned_and. ironed” signed
A Gonfesshnlworth golng to the Char- -
lest.on dibrary..to see..- There is not
-a German. expresaion {n it~—-and Wae-
ber ‘was a8 German as saeur kraut.
.iEven the:nouns and principal words
are not capitalized. ,The rector of a
certain church {n Charleston ceriain-
Jy kpaw bow to write(a-good confes-
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on the fly-lea of an old German
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‘ sxon—even i.f he was lgnora.nt 'of Ger-
man and the; Germans, But Schmidt
.and Repsimann. and certain others of

- these persecuted families;moved over

. Broad.River and:settled in.the Cedar .
.+-Creek, neighborhood—where - Schmidt,

i WAas Smlth -and Repsimann..wag Tur-
nipaeed-—and four or five generations
‘of thulr.descendants .have, givey- the
lie to the “Waeber(Heresy."”:; "Unor-

took to meet the needs of their day. .
But the numerous : Nipper,, Leitner,
Kilgo and Tumipseed. preachers .
which . have - literally <covered s South
Carolinar. and’ Florida- are' znd have
been of :the same grade of “heretics.”
So it .came. about that in 1762 a
' form of purchase was made from two -
_ Sachems by the.names of John-May-
the-Fdurth and. - Harry-up-the-Grove
and a log building about 16°x80’ with :
. a dirt floor ‘waa erected here under
the paatorate:wof the, iRev. John
- Nicholas Martin. No one:iseems to
know today what the German name
of the church was, but'in-1788 it was .
duly incorporated .by the South Caroe- .
: lina legislature as “The German Pro-
testant; Church of ‘Appii -Forum, Ce- .
dar Creek”. (Appii- Forum:’ meant.to
. the minds of that day ‘the jumping
off ‘place’; or, ‘'where we thank God .
; and take ' courage’—depending: upon :
~the viewpoint.).-But ‘strict{ Lutharan-
ism was losing_out to the Ratotmed—
. and to another strong element in the
Church which deserves mnotice—and -
for some years:Cedar: Creek church .
+ was known as, DuBard's Presbytenan
! Church on Cedar Creek oo
' !I‘he DuBards; - Pulhques ,_‘(,?,ol-
locks), LeFobres (LeFevres), Levars .
(Levers), Nates, Denkins and & few
ot:hers were “Calvinistic Presbyters
; and all hell could not change a one
of 'em.”,. Thelr foreparents had been
, driven out of Fra.nce by the Rovoca-
, tion ‘of the Edict o : Nantes. - They
" had settled in the’ Sarra vnlley at’ Lan
dau, Zweibruecken and about,’where

. they had been old world neighbors of ..

the Martins,. Hmml:erss Wenighelms !
(Wlllingiums). ﬁmrs et al. Lan-
' datf “fhedns ol ud’a coffain typd‘of
< puggy. “Witer ‘the grandson ot 'ﬁh
“ gha Rev. Joht'.* frtin “died 1’ 1460
" _at the i‘gé"of 91~
nouhced 2. l'.h'é'ia
| Robert- Martlh, the!' best“wh'éelwﬁght
“in South™Carelida'ls deali”-akid 61d
"'Gapt-un Hamiter’s reputation a3 a
cmw-lage buflder of no mesn worth
still lived at thik Thoklert th tho Cedar
L Creel” ‘neig‘hborhood R

« Then a!ong‘b&n\e “Agbury on higd1d -

red horse.’ He had his saddlé bags,
- one-clean shirt ‘and two dollags ahd
" thirteen. darits; -He-'stayedallinight
- with a man named Bookter six miles
“'above Columbia—and was charged
$1.60 for hinidelf and horse. . . “and
he said so much:about that that.old
Bookter afterwards rode i to: .Cedar -
" Creek Church:'every 'Lord’s . day.”
| The Blshop writes that there wes only
‘ one. ¢learing froom Bookter's:to. Ce-
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: dar. Creek Church....I;think.that was

.\.a mistake., But he was not mistaken

i-about. the, stieky,,red mud; nor, the 1
:;'Z ,;qoughing of the fnnumerable

tall

innes—and the singing of, the velvely
throated - mocking ,birds (which he
..said .had larger. souls than the entire
; congregation at Cedar Creek church).”

He. certainly saw the millions of deg-
J4wood, blossoms, thebrijlllant, wood- L
,bma and the yellow jasmine « which 1
".was, ‘‘everyhere.” The going was %0 |
. slow; the road so-dark and.the.way
_go-lonesome that the Blshop thought
t he must have missed the church. But -
in that “only clearing” on Nippers

Methodist pteacher to.;go,out .from
'Cedar COreel .churehivns; s g w1
1 The officlal record Is that the B:sh- ol
(1:0P preached. that. da.yior four-houra, )
.:Asw matter of fact he'did not. ;. Tra- |
dition says he did preach  a very
;. powerful sermon’ ’and after McCon-
.-nell, DuBard- and.-Wyrick had been
heard at great length-the Bishop took
.iahother text and exhorted so ‘eog-
:_ently, pointedly with logle and grace
~from oz high, that.when he sat down ,
I+ (fully .fourthours:after he tock: his |,
..Jirat-text, no doubt), a:tall-and salnt.
zly looking gentleman~with a high
: forehead and a long beard came slow-
-ly and.reverently to the altar follow-
-edi by wellnigh the. entire congrega-
~tion”. and:John Levar sald “Sir, [
..doubt' not. we all .wish-to- serve God
. and-our fellow man in the most ac-
- ceptable way :possible.”. From that
1 moment Ceddar Creek church has been

w-unswervinglywMethodistnoelowavery=—

.thesclasses or ‘bands.under DuBard,
-McKinstres; ' Wyrick-and ‘Leltner. were
~of such’ distinet.types..of -faith that
- they:: were: Hermanniste '(Arminian)
.gnd! did not.:merge Lully:with the Cal-
.vinistic classes:~umtilr::'1817—and -
..neitheridid’ theciclase~under Me-
Kinstree——Clavinistict. too. but Knox. .:
sin-A list of the members in socledy at
+Cedar«Creek .church .in- 1783 . was in
.- existence in' 1846. -But it was in Ger-
rmhan - and »''80 : near -undecipherable’
.:thit aafew pages were torn'out:and
2stheiold bookw usedrasiairecord:-of
-1birthe:and:baptismsbs Lidoubtinot:but
« the: following distsiare &mong theold- .
~astAL 'no'bthaféry«bldut'bo,beff.dund
: anywhere in-interior:South. Carolina -
t-oL; “Methodlsta =in : Good - Standing.” :
.«The listiofrthe firstv82 names is dated .
1817 and: the rsuckéeding 26 names .-
.qadded! are:dated 1819:x»+They ¢ are -1
~rgivem inrithelr -exdetizorder:ma. firat .
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i 'mﬂ.‘homas.McKinstreeoclm “leader, |
i Nathan' Céritér, Sterling .Ci: Witllam- -
.usomyrt Nicholes. Wyrlokp class dleader, ;i
. Andrew: Smith,  Mary -Smith, Mary .
‘Smith Jr:; Sarak Pullidue, Mary ‘Wil- .
flamson, Herman Wyrlck, Sally:Leit-
\ per; Wyrick; Katrina: Wyrick, :Stephen |
.- Smith;aWilllam 1 DuBard, « :Catharine -
1#'DuBard, ~Lewis " Denkina,ii. Elizabeth
»Denkina, ‘Naney:-DuBard,# Alexhart ..
biFetner;*Daniel Gradiek, MaryvGra- o
-ydiek,” Mary: Gradlek] Jrindacob Har- 4
1 ¢tin; - Jacdb: i Leftner,iMarfd: Gradick
..Léitner, ‘George Léltner,.Jr. --class 1
- leader,Eilzabeth-TurnipséediLeitner, W
«Jane McKinstiee,. Priscillay Nates, Tim o
'othy ‘Reeves, Mary'v:Sniith, . Sarah i
«.Smlth, and; David Lisltner, class lead~’ f‘J
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