
Volume 4, Number 4 1991 

You will note the different type styles in this Newsletter. That 
is because this had to be completed on a borrowed word processor 
because mine ttcrashedtt as they say in computer slang. That unhappy 
situation, however, does serve to give some credence to the lead 
story in this issue of the Newsletter. I wrote that story last 
month and finished it just as my word processor started acting up. 
I was lucky to get it printed out of the processor before it went 
down. Currently my machine will only stay on for a few minutes and 
then it goes off and loses whatever is in the machine at the time. 
It wont stay on long enough to print what I have previously stored 
except for a few short sentences. (This, for instance, had to be 
typed on a loner machine.) It turns out that while our new 
electronics are wonderful they are not a complete panacea. 

The cost of repair on my current machine would be prohibitive, so 
it is, for all practical purposes, a total loss. By next issue I 
hope to have a new machine, but, because of the nature of 
electronic beast, I will have to take precautions with it also. 

In this issue we are pleased to have Ann Gwinnfs chart and I urge 
each of you to get yours in if you have not already done so. Also, 
please get those short family histories in. And thank you Pauline 
Lauderdale for the information from the old Winnsboro newspaper. 

Itfs time to re-up your membership so please take the time to do 
that. Also, donft forget the cemetery books are ready if you have 
not ordered yours yet. Please see the previous issue of the 
Newsletter for the complete information on the cemetery books. 

Have a good Christmas and we hope to see you all in the new year. 



Writing Your Family History 

In 1987 the  South Carolina Genealogical Society offered two 
courses  a t  i t s  Six teenth  Annual Workshop i n  d i f f e r e n t  aspects  
of applying a  computer t o  genealogical work. One of the two 
i n s t r u c t o r s  t h e r e  introduced h i s  l e c t u r e  i n  a  r a t h e r  unusual 
way. 

This p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t r u c t o r  was a  Professor  of Computer Science 
a t  the  Universi ty  of South Carolina and he t o l d  us of a  then  
impending d i s a s t e r  i n  the  United S t a t e s  Federal  Census. He 
s a i d  the  1960 Federal Census had been recorded on a  s e r i e s  
of computer tapes t h a t  were, a t  the  time, on the  most advanced 
computer ava i l ab le .  He spoke of how proud the  o f f i c i a l s  a t  
t h e  Census Bureau were, back i n  1960, of t h e i r  advanced 
technology. Then he t o l d  us the re  had developed a  tremendous 
problem with t h a t  Census information and asked the  c l a s s  i f  
anyone might guess what t h a t  problem was. From what he had 
aready sa id  some people guessed t h a t  the  old computers may be 
out of da te ,  but we d i d n ' t  s e e  any major problem with t h a t .  

He agreed t h a t  they were "out of da te"  but it was more than 
j u s t  t h a t .  He pointed out t h a t  the  computers which could 
read those tapes had, a s  a l l  o ther  computer mainframes of 
t h a t  time, become i r r e t r i e v a b l y  obsolete .  He informed us 
t h e r e  were no o ther  computers in  existence--not in  the  whole 
world --that could a c t u a l l y  read those Census tapes.  

We a l l  s a t  t h e r e  i n  a  stunned s i l e n c e .  He then quickly added, 
much t o  our immediate r e l i e f ,  t h a t  the  Census Bureau had kept 
seve ra l  of those o l d ,  l a r g e ,  and now hopelessly obsole te ,  
mainframes j u s t  t o  read those p a r t i c u l a r  tapes .  A t  some time 
i n  t h e  near f u t u r e ,  he s a i d ,  the  Census Bureau planed t o  
reassemble those old machines and access t h a t  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  
s tored  data and then  t r a n s l a t e  it i n t o  some other  form and 
s t o r e  it in  some o the r  way. 

He used t h a t  shocking b i t  of information t o  introduce us t o  
a  b a s i c  aspect  of the  world of computers--that is ,  one must be 
ab le  t o  READ information f o r  the  information t o  do you any good. 
He pointed out t h a t  computers a r e  the  s p e c i a l  equipment t h a t  
make s o r t i n g  and s t o r i n g  information so easy, but it a l s o  
takes  spec ia l  equipment t o  access ( r e a d )  the  information once 
it is s tored .  

Well, j u s t  t h i s  l a s t  month I s e e  where the  tapes themselves 
of the  1960 Census a r e  now so badly de te r io ra ted  t h a t  the  Census 
Bureau w i l l  not be able  t o  run them through the  machines. 
And even i f  they could run those d e t e r i o r a t i n g  t apes ,  the  old 
machines c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  be made t o  work now due t o  a  number of 
mechanical and e l e c t r o n i c  problems t h a t  have developed. In  
o ther  words, the  1960 Federal Census has been l o s t  more 
completely due t o  computer obsolescence than the  1890 Census was 
t o  f i r e .  The 1960 Census has ceased t o  e x i s t .  



The 1960 Census is a  v i c t i m  o f  an  o b s o l e t e  computer  t h a t  may 
have  been  a  m i r a c l e  i n  i t s  day ,  b u t  now, o n l y  30 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
it is  s o  o b s o l e t e  t h a t  some of  t h e  p a r t s  needed t o  r u n  it a r e  
n o t  o n l y  u n o b t a i n a b l e ,  t h e y  a r e  a c t u a l l y  u n m a n a f a c t u r a b l e  due 
t o  t h e  v a s t  changes  t h a t  have  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of 
computer  e l e c t r o n i c s .  

The world o f  computer  e l e c t r o n i c s  is moving v a r y  r a p i d l y ,  a s  
anyone who t a k e s  o n l y  a  q u i c k  l o o k  a t  t h e  f i e l d  knows. 
I n d e e d ,  t h e  word p r o c e s s o r  on which I am t y p i n g  t h i s  v e r y  
a r t i c l e  is  now s o  o b s o l e t e  t h a t  I c a n  no l o n g e r  e x p e c t  t o  
buy t h e  t a p e s  I need t o  make it work a f t e r  n e x t  y e a r .  There  
is a  F e d e r a l  law t h a t  r e q u i r e s  a  m a n u f a c t u r e r  t o  make p a r t s  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  new p r o d u c t s  it i n t r o d u c e s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  s u p p l y  t h o s e  p a r t s  f o r  o n l y  s e v e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  
t h e  p r o d u c t  is  d i s c o n t i n u e d .  My p a r t i c u l a r  word p r o c e s s o r  
was f i r s t  o f f e r e d  i n  1984 and it was r e p l a c e d  i n  1986 by 
an upda ted  model t h a t  used  s m a l l  d i s k s  t o  s t o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
r a t h e r  t h a n  s m a l l  t a p e s .  A f t e r  1993 t h e y  a r e  unde r  no 
r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  o f f e r  t h e  t a p e s  t h a t  I w i l l  need t o  make 
t h i s  un i . t  f u n c t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e s e  t a p e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  s o  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n  t h a t  I have  t o  o r d e r  them from t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e r  i n  N e w  York because  t h e  l o c a l  d e a l e r s  do n o t  
c a r r y  them. 

And you,  t o o ,  may b e  u s i n g  some form of  computer  r i g h t  now 
t h a t  w i l l ,  i n  a  few y e a r s ,  become o b s o l e t e .  O r  you may b e  
s t o r i n g  your  g e n e a l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a  form t h a t  your  
f u t u r e  computer  c a n ' t  r e a d .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  due c o u r s e ,  t h e  
computer  you a r e  u s i n g  now w i l l  become j u s t  a s  o b s o l e t e  a s  
my o l d  45 RPM r e c o r d  p l a y e r  . 
So i s  t h i s  a  p l e a  f o r  you t o  s t o p  u s i n g  a  computer?  Not a t  
a l l .  I n  f a c t ,  j u s t  t h i s  week I ' m  f i n i s h i n g  up a  computer  
c o u r s e  t h a t  I am t a k i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  p r e p a r e  m e  t o  u s e  a  
computer  i n  h a n d l i n g  my g e n e a l o g i c a l  m a t e r i a l .  And it was I 
who i n s i s t e d  on t h e  f i r s t  two computer  c l a s s e s  we o f f e r e d  i n  
o u r  Workshop back i n  1987.  My i n t e r e s t  i n  compu te r s  n o t  
o n l y  c o n t i n u e s ,  b u t  it grows. I n  f a c t ,  I e n c o u r a g e  t h e  u s e  
o f  any i n s t r u m e n t  t h a t  w i l l  make genea logy  e a s i e r  and a  
computer  and word p r o c e s s o r  c e r t a i n l y  does  t h a t .  

So what is  it t h a t  I am s a y i n g ?  J u s t  t h i s .  

Our i n s t r u c t o r ,  a f t e r  s h o c k i n g  u s  w i t h  t h e  bad news a b o u t  
t h e  1960 compu te r i zed  Census t h e n  made t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  
e a s i e s t  t h i n g  t o  READ is  a  book. The v a l u e  of a  book ,  he  
p o i n t e d  o u t ,  was t h a t  anyone who was n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  b l i n d  o r  
c o m p l e t e l y  i l l i t e r a t e  c o u l d  p i c k  up any book w r i t t e n  i n  h i s  
n a t i v e  l anguage  and w a c c e s s w  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  t h e r e i n .  
I n d e e d ,  e v e n  w i t h  v e r y  poor  e y e s i g h t ,  one  c a n  r e a d  a l m o s t  any 
E n g l i s h  book w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  l a s t  500 y e a r s !  (Any e a r l i e r  
t h a n  t h a t  t h e  o l d  l anguage  g e t s  a  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t . )  But 
e v e n  s o ,  500 y e a r s  is  a  d a r n  s i g h t  l o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  Census 
B u r e a u ' s  30 y e a r s ,  which a s  a  w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y  g o e s ,  i s n ' t  
l o n g  a t  a l l .  



So t h e  moral of t h e  s t o r y  is: There is  no s u b s t i t u t e  for -- 
p u t t i n q  your  family  informat ion i n  a  book. 

You can use a  computer a s  a  Work t o o l ,  a s  a  temporary 
s t o r a g e  p l ace  f o r  informat ion t h a t  you plan t o  organize  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  bu t  you can not  r e l y  on it f o r  anything o the r  
than  a  temporary t o o l .  

I con f iden t ly  p r e d i c t  t h a t  j u s t  a s  we now hear  dozens of 
s t o r i e s  where some good s o u l  has  labored f o r  yea r s  only  t o  
p a s s  away and have h i s r  no t e s  and papers  tossed  away by 
h i s  h e i r s ,  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  you w i l l  hear  of dozens of people 
who p a s s  away wi th  t h e i r  n o t e s  s t o r e d  i n  a  computer t h a t  
can not  be made t o  func t ion .  And then ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  
Census Bureau, t h e  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be l o s t  fo reve r .  

I n  1970 a  cous in  of mine d ied .  She was 93  a t  t he  time and 
had ou t l i ved  even h e r  younger s i s t e r  who had died two yea r s  
e a r l i e r  a t  age 89. Both of t h e s e  l a d i e s  were ex-school 
t e a c h e r s ,  and maiden l a d i e s  who had no c h i l d r e n .  I n  t h e  l a s t  
year  of her  l i f e  t h e  e l d e s t  took out  a  s p i r a l  notebook and 
a  b a l l  p o i n t  pen and, wi th  very shaky hand, p a t i e n t l y  wrote 
down he r  family  h i s t o r y  a s  she remembered i t .  May he r  name 
be p ra i sed !  She d i d  a  wonderful job,  too .  So f a r  we have 
found only a  few e r r o r s  i n  h e r  work. What she l e f t  was a  
t r e a s u r e  t h a t  no one e l s e  could have rendered i n  j u s t  t h e  
way she d i d .  Everyone i n  t h e  family  is very thankfu l  f o r  
he r  e f f o r t s .  

Now t h i n k  about t h a t .  A s p i r a l  notebook and a  b a l l  p o i n t  
pen--only one copy t h a t  has now been photo copied over and 
over--and we t r e a s u r e  i t .  

Every t ime someone a c t u a l l y  publ i shes  a  family  genealogy and 
has  it reproduced w i t h  a t  l e a s t  one copy going t o  t h e  l o c a l  
l i b r a r y  and another  going t o  a  genea log ica l  r e p o s i t o r y  
such a s  t h e  Caro l in iana  Library  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of South 
Carol ina  i n  Columbia, t h a t  person has  a c t u a l l y  enr iched 
t h e i r  community and g l o r i f i e d  t h e i r  family name. 

A few yea r s  ago I heard a  lady a t  a  seminar ask i f  anyone had 
an answer t o  he r  genea log ica l  dilemma. Her problem, it seemed, 
was a  r e l a t i v e  who kept  p e s t e r i n g  he r  t o  t u r n  over h e r  
m a t e r i a l  t o  him so he could pub l i sh  it. She had compiled 
t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  but  she  j u s t  wasn ' t  q u i t e  ready t o  pub l i sh  
y e t ,  she  expla ined ,  and she wondered i f  anyone e l s e  had 
encountered t h e  same problem. She wanted t o  know j u s t  how 
t o  t e l l  him t o  b u t t  ou t  of t h e  whole a f f a i r .  

Everyone was s o  sympathet ic .  A l l  hastened t o  p o i n t  ou t  
she ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  was t h e  owner of t h e  m a t e r i a l  and she had 
every r i g h t  t o  i ts  complete c o n t r o l .  Everyone except  me, 
t h a t  is. 



I asked how long  h i s  "shameful b e h a v i o r n  had been go ing  on. 
W e 1  1, it had been go ing  on f o r  a lmost  t e n  y e a r s  s h e  a s s e r t e d .  
And t h e n  i n  an unsympathet ic '  s p i r i t  which was a t  odds w i t h  
everyone e l s e  it seemed, I sugges ted  t h a t  i f  s h e  wasn ' t  go ing  
t o  p u b l i s h  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  twe lve  months, s h e  should  g i v e  it 
t o  him and l e t  him do i't! She was n o t  p l e a s e d  w i t h  my answer. 

But ,  you s e e ,  I had v i s i o n s  of h e r  never  comple t ing  t h a t  work 
and of h e r  t h r e e  decades  of r e s e a r c h  go ing  t o  waste .  B e t t e r  
t o  p u b l i s h  an imper fec t  e f f o r t  t h a n  t o  hone and r e f i n e  
m a t e r i a l  u n t i l  you d i e  and t h e n  have t h e  m a t e r i a l  l o s t .  

People  who a r e  i n  t h e i r  s i x t i e s  and s e v e n t i e s  shou ld  be 
g e t t i n g  a t  l e a s t  a  f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e i r  own m o r t a l i t y .  And any 
of u s  who spends any t i m e  a t  a l l  i n  cemeteries r e a d i n g  d a t e s  
on tombstones should  r e f l e c t  on t h e  l a r g e  number of peop le  
t h e r e  who never  passed  t h e i r  f i f t i e t h  b i r t h d a y .  

I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  be  morbid abou t  t h i s ,  b u t  I am 
t r y i n g  t o  engender a t  l e a s t  a  s m a l l  f e e l i n g  of a n x i e t y  i n  
each  of us .  S h o r t  f ami ly  h i s t o r i e s  can  be p u t  t o g e t h e r  and 
a t  l e a s t  pub l i shed  i n  a  g e n e a l o g i c a l  n e w s l e t t e r  i f  one  is 
t r u l y  n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  needed f o r  a  book. 

However, i f  a  book is g e t t i n g  n e a r ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  
t r a p  of t h i n k i n g  a l l  one need do is g e t  a  word p r o c e s s o r  o r  
computer and t h e n  a l l  of your t r o u b l e s  a r e  over .  G e t  t h e  
computer,  by a l l  means do. Then g e t  t h e  work completed.  I n  
t h e  meantime, g e t  s h o r t  a r t i c l e s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  your n e w s l e t t e r s .  

And p l e a s e  don * t f o r g e t  t h i s  p o i n t - - j u s t  a s  you y o u r s e l f  
have s a i d  from t ime  t o  t i m e ,  "1 w i s h  I had asked my 
g r a n d p a r e n t s  some q u e s t i o n s  when t h e y  were a l i v e , "  one  day 
your  descenden t s  w i l l  s a y  t h e  v e r y  same t h i n g  abou t  you. 
That I s  r i g h t .  One day,  you w i l l  be the g r a n d p a r e n t  t h e y  
wished t h e y  had t a l k e d  t o .  One day your descenden t s  w i l l  
wish  t h e y  had pa id  a t t e n t i o n  t o  you when you were around 
and cou ld  t e l l  them t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  need. So won' t  
it t h e n  be grand when t h e y  can r e a c h  up on t h e  s h e l f  and 
p u l l  down t h e  book you wrote  and f l i p  t o  t h e  v e r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  
they  want. Then you t o o  w i l l  be a  b l e s s e d  name i n  your 
f a m i l i e s  memory. 

The answer is t o  g e t  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  you have  been f i l i n g  away 
and g e t  it i n  p u b l i s h a b l e  form. Then do it! C r e a t e  a  book 
t h a t  anyone who is n o t  b l i n d  can t a k e  from t h e  s h e l v e s ,  even 
500 y e a r s  from now, and read .  



Here are some newspaper clippings that came from the 
Winnsboro papers in the year 1937. The information, as you 
can see, is a listing of deaths from approximately 20 to 30 
years earlier. This is the sort of good information we can 
use and it was given to us by Pauline Lauderdale who found it 
in her family papers when she was collecting material for 
her book on the Lauderdales. 

~BA'Im-IN-Bun 
:COUNTY SINCE 
YEAR OF 1902 
Many Natives of Winnsboro And 

Fairfield Have Passed Over 
River Since Turn Of Century. 
List Below Compiled From Re- 
corde Kept By Late Chas. nI. 
Chandler. 

Editors: The News & Herald- 
Our good friend Chas. M. Chan'd- 

ler, during the la t ter  gears of his  
life, kept a record of most of t h e  
deaths in Town and County. Hav- 
ing secured that  l i ~ t ,  and thinking 
it might 'be of interest to some 
of your readers, I am asking you 
to publish it, If i t  docs not take 
too much of your time and space. 

James M. Smith 
List of Deaths & Dates 

George H. McMaster, July 18, 
1902. 

Ulyssee Smith, August 16, 1902. 
Dr. R. A. Buchanan, July, 1, 1902. 
Major T. N. Woodward, Sept. 4, 

1902. 
Mrs. .Mary T. Phinney, Sept. 21, 

1902. 
Rev. D. E. Jordan, Sept. 5, 1902. 
Wm. N. Chandler, Bept. 27, 1902. 
Edwin A. Nelson, October, 1902. 
Prof. W. H. Witherow, Oct. 19, 

1902. 
J. M. Beaty, Jan. 17, 1903. 
N. G. Gonzales, Jan. 19, 1903 
Sam R. Johnston, Jan. 31, 1903. 
Miss Mary Kennedy, May 17, 

1903. 
Mrs. James L. Weathersby, May, 

25, 1903. 
Mrs. C. E. McDonald, June 16, 

1903. 
Mrs. Jane Torbit, June  10, 1903. 
Miss Macie Johnston, June  23, 

1903. 
J I B R .  D. Tur~ler, J u l y  10, 1903. 
J. F. McMaster, July, 27, 1903. 
Mrs. Thomas 13. Cathcart. AuP;. . - 

14, 1903. 
John A. Simpson, Oct. 14, 1903. 
Charles Muller, Dec. 4, 1903. 
Fred Habernicht, Aug. 10, 1903, 
Mrs. Jennie Boag Sloan, Aug. 

23, 1903. 
Mrs. J. Frank Fooshee, Oct. 14, 

1903. 
Jas. McKinney Elliott, Oct. 17, 

1903. 
Wm. B. Creight, Feb. 16, 1904. 
Mrs. Harriet Romedy, Mar. 18, 

1904. 
John H. Propst, May.11, 1904. 
R. Means Davis, Mar. 13, 1904. 

Wm. A. Morrison, June 18, 1904. 
Joseph Groeschel, June  25, 1904. 
Mrs. G. B. Dunn, July 9, 1904. 
J. 0. Iloag Sloan, Feb. 5, 1905. 
Silas W. Ruff, Aug. 29, 1904. 
Rev. James Douglas, Aug. 21, 

1904. 
Mrs. Samuel Cathcart (nee Miss 

Ella Doty) Sept. 30, 1904. 
Miss Rav Cummings, Dec. 10. - .  

1904. 
John Hollis, Dec. 1904. 

/ 

Mrs. S. A. Boyleston, Feb. 5, 
1905. 

Miss Lizzie Phillips, March 27, 
1905. 

Mrs. W. E. Aiken, Mar. 28, 1905. 
Robt. Bankhead, Apr. 16, 1906. 
Mrs. Jas .  L. Bryson, (nee Emma 

Lauderdale) June 26, 1906. 
Miss Margaret Blain, Sept. 10, 

1905. 
A. Williford, Sept. 26, 1905. 
Jnhn L. Hawes, Sept. 29, 1905. 
John A. DesPortes, Oct. 23, 1905. 
Mrs. Sarah  L. Cathcart, Nov. 91 

1905. 
Dr. B. J. Quattlebaum, Nov. 9, 

1905. 
Mrs. H. A. Gaillard, June  14, 

1906. 
Miss Maggie McMaster, June  20, 

1906. 
(Continued on page' eight) 

Chas. A. Dickey, June 24, 1906. 
Mrs. J. S. Connor, May. 21, 1906. 
Joseph A. Steward, June  6, 1906. 
Frank Elder, July 17, 1906. 
Miss Sarah Beaty, Sept. 25, 

1906. 
Paul M. Brice, Nov. 21, 1906. 
Miss Kathleen Caldwell, April 

29, 1907. 
R. E. Ellison, July 10, 1907. 
Miss Rebecca Buchanan, July 21, 

1907. 
Nelson Hanahan, Aug. 21, 1907. 
Mrs. W. R. Garrimn, Nov. 13, 

1907. 
Mrs. J. F. McMaster, Dec. 7, 

1907. 
Sam Dubose, Dec. 13, 1907. 
John H. Cathcart, June, 1908. 
W. B. Gilbert, Dec. 9, 1908. 
Mrs. H. Langley, Feb. 24, 1908. 
Chas. T. Gooding, Mar. 20, 1908. 
Dr. T. B. McKinstry, Apr. 14, 

1908. 
Hobt. Crawford, May 19, 1908. 
Mrs. R. C. Buchanan, July 22, 

1908. 
Oscar W. Brice, June, 1909. 
R. M. Dunlevy, Feb. 22, 1909. 
Th,os. Blain, Mar. 20, 1909. 
Young H. Robertson, Apr. 13, 

1909. 
Rev. C. E. McDonald, Apr. 13, 

1909. 
Mrs. H. $ 2  C b l e q n ,  Oct. 14, 

1906. 
' Mrs. Nancy. Hendrix, Nov. 2, 
i1906. 

Mrs. Ann Elliott, Dec. 31;-1907. 
: Edward G. Gaillard, June  18, 
'1908. ' 

A. W. Ladd, Feb. 11, 1908. 
D. A. Broome, March 17, 1908. 
0. W. Buchanan. Mar. 17. 1908. -. . . .  

Jas. R. Curlee, ~ a y  19, 1908. 
P~J" ,:d Charles Douzlas, July 9, 1908. 

Mrs. J. W. Boiick, 1909. ' i ~ u 2 '  John B. Stevenson, Feb. 11, 1909. 
i/l@A Jas. A. Brice, Mar. 13, 1909. 

Jas. L. Richmond, Sept. 10, 1909. 
John A. Hinnant, Apr. 14, 1909. 
Geo. W. Crawford, May 20, 1909. 
Mrs. Nancy Walker, Aug. 16, 

1909. 
W. N. Chandler, Jr., May 25, 

1909. 

(To be continued in the near f 
ture.) 
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1909. 
S. S. Gibson, Nov. 11, 1909. 1 
John D. McCarley, Nov. 13, 1909. 
A. Y. Milling, Npv. 14, 1909. 
Thomas Jordan, Dec. 2, 1909. 

Riley H. Boulware, Feb. 8, 1910. 
Mrs. Charlotte Douglaa, Feb. 13, 
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Jamea Y. Turner, Oct. 7, 1909. 
Dr. James H. Carlisle, Oct. 21, 

1909. 
David McDowell, Jr., Oct. 30, 

. - 

1910. 
Mrs. W. S. Pedan, Feb. 15, 1910. 
William S. Stevenson, Mar. 2, ' 

1910. 11 
Caot. T. J. Cureton, Mar. 16 , ,  

' 
1 

1910.- 
Mrs. John E. Matthews, Apr. 

29, 1910. 
Mrs. F. Gerig, May 2, 1910. 
Miss Jane Gilbert, June 7, 1910. 
Mrs. Ellen Cathcart, May 25, 

1910. I 

Mrs. W, A. Morrison, June 12, 
1910. 
Wm. J. Heron, ISept. 10, l a 0 .  

Wm. Miller Tennant, Sept. 16, 
1910. 

Jacob T. Barron, Sept. 16, 1910. 
Rev. E. G. Smith, Sept. 27, 1910. 
W. J. Turner, Sept. 80, 1910. 
Robt. F. Mcartin, Oct. 21, 1910. ! 
Frank S. Boulware, Nov. 26, a 

1910. 
Ed W. Hanahan, Feb. 2, 1911. 
R. P. Lumpkin, Feb. 23, 1911. 
Troy T .  Lumpkin, 1912. 
Edwin S. Stewart, Mar. 22, 

1911. 
Boyce .Elliott, Mar: 25, 1911. 
Mrs. Mary A. Milling, Mar. 28, 

1911. 
Mrs. Priscil1,a Ketchin, Apr. 10, 

1911. 
R. J. McCarley, May 2, 1911. 
B1r.s. D. J. 'McCauley (nee Miss 

Sallie BlcMaster) May 7, 1911. 
Miss Sallie B. Douglaa, Aug. 25, 

1911. 
Mrs. Nancy Madden Gatheart, 

Oct. 28, 1911. 
I Miss Marie Stevenson, Nov. 11, 
( 1911. 

Robt. ~ o o r e ,  Nov. 14, 1911. 
Mrs. Jim Neal, Nov. 18, 1911. 
Mrs. R. T. Matthews, Dec. 25, 

1911. 
Jas. M. McNaul, Dec. 24, 1911. 

I John IS. Crawford, Dec. 26, 1911. 
Mrs. Wade H. Williford, June , 26, 1912. 
Mrs. Susan H. Sloan, Apr; 10, 

( 1912. 
Mrs. Frank Elder, July 19, 1912. 
John C. Mackerel, Dec. 1, 1912. 
Mrs. Savilla Timms, Dec., 1912. 
Miss Nannie A. Phinney, Apr. 

8, 1913. 
, Mrs. Daipy Deal,. Mar. 14, 1913. 

Lawrence E. Owens, July, 21, 
1911. 

B. G. Tennant, July 15, 1913. 
/ John P. Matthews, Sept. 25, 
1 1913. 
I Robt. Young Bolick, Nov. 15, 
1 1913. 1 A. S. Douglas, Jan. 5, 1914. 1 Robt. H. Hood, May 1. 1914. 
I John E. Williams, ~ u n d  16, 1914. 

Geo. S. Hinnant, Nov. 7, 1914. 
Mrs. S. E. Prentiss (nee Mattie 

Egleston) May 20, 1913. 
John R. Craig, Oct. 13, 1913. 
S. Means Pagan, May 2,1913. 
Jas. R. Harvey, June 15, 1913. 
Irvin F. Pagan, Sept. 12, 1913. 
James M. Blain, 1913. 
Mrs. Rebecca Y. Owens. Feb. 
, 
Mrs. Joseph C. Caldwell, Mar. 

1. 1914. 
Miss .Mary Matthews, June 12, 

1914. 
Richafd N. McMaster, July 2, 

1914. ----. 
Mra. Sarah F. Dubose, Nov. 13, 

1914. 
D. J. McCauley, Nov. 1914. 
Dr. R. B. Hanahan Jr., July 30, 

1919. 
Mrs. R. B. Hanahan Sr., Mar. 

1914. 
John G. Mobley, June 8, 1916. 
John K. Ragsdale, June 8, 1915. 
Mrs. Jane Weir, Feb. 7, 1916. 
T. L. Devault, Mar. 11, 1915. 
Mrs. H. A. Klink, Mar. 13, 1915. 
Mrs. W. M. Dwight, Bept. 10, 

1915. 
Isaac L. Withers, Mar. 22, 1915. 
Amos E. Davis Sr., Apr. 8, 1916. 
Mrs. R. N. McMaster, May 17, 

1915. 
Mrs. Nancy Madden, May 26, 

1915. 
Capt. R. H. Jennings, May 26, 

191 K. -- --- 
Mrs. R. H. Jemings, Apr. 30. 

1916. - - - - -  
Mrs. A. qilliford. 
Theodore Bye, June 20, 1916. 
Wm. C. Beatg, Mar. 12, 1916. 
Miss Annie Home. 
Samuel Cathcart, Sr., Mar. 7, 

- -- 

Carson Macfie, N O ~ .  18, 1916. 
Jas. E. Cathcart, Jan. 12, 1917. 
Misa Chanie Coleman, Mar, 13, 

1917. 
~ u e b e n  E. Richardson, June 8, 

1914. 
U. G. DesPortes Sr., Jan. 4, 

191 6. -- --- 
Mrs. U. G. DesPortes Sr., Jan. 

5. 1916. 
Names of a few negroes who 

died during the making of this 
list. 

Charlie Goings, Feb. 20, 1906. 
John D. Smart, Mar. 27, 1908. 
Frank Williams, May 21, 1909. 
Lucy Ladd, 1909. 
John Floyd, June 14, 1912. 
Paul Wright, Nov. 12, 1911. 
Sam Craig, Sept. 17, 1916. 

1917. 
Miss Maggie Elder, Mar. 1, 

1917. 
Miss Maggie Tennant, Mar. 20, 

191 7. -- - .. 
T. L. Bulow, 1915. 
:Mrs. J. W. Mayo (nee Miss Ada 

Cureton) June 6, 1916. 
Dess F. Clarke, Aug. 21, 1915. 

.Jag. P. Caldu-ell, Sept. 14, 1916. 
Capt. W. G. Jordon, Oct., 4, 

1916. 
.David A. Crawfoid, Oct. 6, 1916. 
Joseph. E, Galdwell, .act. 28, 

1916. 



This is a very good article that appeared in the ItNorth 
Carolina Genealogical Society Quarterly" in 1980. It was 
copied by Sheila Boykin Rogala and reprinted in the "Black 
River Watchman" which is the Newsletter for the Sumter 
Genealogical Society. The article is titled CHARACTERISTICS 
OF WRITTEN RECORDS and it is by Raymond A. Winslow, Jr. 

Most o f  the su rv iv ing  records created before 1900 i n  North Caro l ina are manuscripts. Indeed, the dominant 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  such records, however d iverse they may be otherwise, i s  t h a t  they were w r i t t e n  by hand. Even 
a f t e r  the use of p r i n t e d  forms became common f o r  some record types i n  the nineteenth century, the key elements 
such as names and dates were s t i l l  entered by hand. U i t h i n  the past  hundred years the t ypewr i te r ,  e lec t ron ic  
copier ,  m ic ro f i lm  camera, and computer have f i n a l l y  e l iminated the age-old re l iance  on handwrit ing i n  the 
record ing of in format lon.  

I n  the course o f  research the h i s t o r i a n  or genealogist w i l l  study thousands o f  pages o f  manuscript records. Some 
o f  those pages w i l l  be covered w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  examples o f  the handwrit ing a r t ,  d e l i g h t i n g  the eye. Others w i l l  be 
f i l l e d  w i t h  crabby scrawls i l l e g i b l y  rendered by h u r r i e d  scr ibes or bare ly  l i t e r a t e  men and women. Some w i l l  be 
immediately readable whi le  o thers  w i l l  be hard ly  decipherable. Hanuscript readers w i l l  contend not on ly  w i t h  poor 
handwrit ing but  a lso  w i t h  faded ink,  d i sco lo red  paper, t o r n  pages, unusual l e t t e r  forms, strange and inconsis tent  
s p e l l i n g ,  obsolete terminology, un fami l i a r  calendars, and techniques developed by men who spent a l i f e t i m e  
w r i t i n g .  Pat ience and experience coupled w i t h  spec ia l i zed  knowledge, w i l l  .make the task o f  reading and 
i n t e r p r e t i n g  o l d  documents less  d i f f  i c u i t .  ~y means o f  se lected examples and general statements o f  p r i n c i p i e s ,  
some o f  t h a t  knowledge i s  imparted on the f o l l o w i n g  pages i n  an examination o f  the  major c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
w r i t t e n  records. 

HLNDURI TIN6 

Handwrit ing i s  a h i g h l y  individual and changeable s k i l l .  One person's w r i t i n g  evolves through many stages; persons 
t r a i n e d  i n  the same school o f  w r i t i n g  e x h i b i t  marked d i f fe rences  i n  hand; and the manner i n  which l e t t e r s  are shaped 
and jo ined goes through many fashions, the necessi ty  o f  c o r r e c t l y  reading those documents t h a t  record the past 
b r ings  the researcher up against two d i f f i c u l t i e s  a t  the outset: bad handwr i t ing and un fami l i a r  l e t t e r s .  

Bad handwrit ing i s  commonplace, espec ia l l y  i n  records o f  the l a t e  nineteenth century and most o f  the twent ie th.  
l e t t e r s  can be formed so i n d i s t i n c t l y  t h a t  words look l l k e  lumpy l i n e s .  Uhen the researcher has s tudied a word 
c a r e f u l l y ,  compared i t  w i t h  other l e t t e r s  and words i n  the same record, examined i t  w i t h  a magnifying glass, t r i e d  
t o  deduce i t s  meaning from the context--even then he may not be able t o  read i t .  Although science o f f e r s  techniques 
t o  i l l umina te  w r i t i n g  problems, some th ings w i l l  remain unreadable. 

I l l e g i b l e  handwr i t ing i s  not the researcher 's so le d i f f i c u l t y .  Unfami l iar  l e t t e r  forms can be hard t o  read even 
when c a r e f u l l y  and c l e a r l y  w r l t t e n .  The handwr i t ing s t y l e s  o f  the seventeenth and eighteenth centur ies i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  employed many l e t t e r  forms q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f;om modern ones. Some more are both i l l u s t r a t e d  and 
explained, a long w i t h  forms o f  numbers, i n  E. Kay Kirkham's Jh e Ha ndw r i t l n a  o f  American Records f o r  a Per iod o f  300 
m. Cer ta in  l e t t e r s  a re  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  importance t o  be s ing led  out  f o r  comment here. 

The most o f t e n  misread l e t t e r  i s  L which formerly had a spec ia l  usage i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  tha t  use i t  s t i l l  re ta ins .  AS 
Our alphabet developed, var ious l e t t e r s  were used f o r  a time and then dropped. One o f  those wan. P., c a l l e d  thorn, 
which represented the  sound. Af ter  itgabandonment sc r ibes  tended t o  use the l e t t e r  L whlch pmewhat reombled  
the o l d  symbol, i n  many words. Thus L was w r i t t e n  fo r  and pronounced as tA;z f o r  w, L f o r  M, and so 
f o r t h .  that  usage con t inuW w e l l  i n t o  the e ighteenth century, and the context o f  words must be s tud led  t o  determine 
when L i s  modern L and'lrhen i t  i s  u. Special  care must be taken t o  ascer ta in  when y~ I s  a va r ian t  o f  m, namely 
w, and when i t  means the. Popular misconception has produced such v i s i b l e  modern e r r o r s  as Ye Olde 61 f te  Shoppe 
which researchers must not emulate. 

Another problem l e t t e r  i s  the t a i l e d  8, w r i t t e n  &. I t  i s  o f t e n  mistaken f o r  an L o r  a e. I n  p r i n t  i t  does c l o s e l ~  
resemble an 1_ except t h a t  the hor i zon ta l  s t roke  does not  cross the v e r t i c a l ,  thus I. It usua l l y  appears w i t h i n  a 
word rather  than as i t s  f l r s t  or l a s t  l e t t e r .  



One of the  s t ranges t  l e t t e r s  is*, which i s  a c t u a l l y  a c a p i t a l  C_. A misread ing o f  i t  l e d  t o  a cont roversy  as t o  
whether John Durant 's  w i f e  was Sarah Jooke or Sarah Looke. Al though the i n i t i a l  l e t t e r  o f  her surname i n  the  1604 
marr iage reco rd  d i d  resemble b o t h  L and L i t  was nonetheless I; her name was Sarah coolre. Such misreadings o f  
records  are obv ious ly  d i s a s t r o u s  t o  research.  

Other e a r l y  l e t t e r  forms inc luded:  

C e r t a i n  l e t t e r s  were fo rmer l y  used in terchangeab ly :  I and i, i and y_, and u_ and v_. Others c o u l d  be e a s i l y  
confused: a_ and o_, e_ and I, e_ and o_, L_ and 5, and I_ and n. Uhole words l i k e  seventy and t w e n t v  were o f t e n  l ook  
a l i k e s .  Numerals, too ,  resenb led each o ther  i n  c e r t a i n  forms, e s p e c i a l l y  t he  L and the  7_. 

The concept t h a t  every word has a s i n g l e  c o r r e c t  s p e l l i n g  d i d  not  take h o l d  u n t i l  p u b l i c  school  systems became 
common i n  t he  n ine teen th  century  and such t e x t s  as Uebster 's blue-back s p e l l e r  became standard.  E a r l i e r  pe r i ods  
al lowed more freedom t o  s p e l l e r s  and an i n d i v i d u a l  might s p e l l  h i s  own name seve ra l  d i f f e r e n t  ways i n  one document. 
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H e r e  a r e  two s h o r t  a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  "old"  s u b j e c t s .  J u s t  a s  o u r  w r i t i n g  and 
s p e l l i n g  h a s  changed o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  s o  h a s  o u r  money and many of  t h e  t e r m s  w e  
u s e  e v e r y  day. Below i s  a s h o r t  a r t i c l e  g l e a n e d  from a n  o u t - o f - s t a t e  
g e n e a l o g i c a l  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  p l u s  a s h o r t  p i e c e  adap ted  from a n o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

MONEY I N  EARLY AMERICA 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  background on money i n  e a r l y  America is  t h a t  b e f o r e  Congress 
passed  t h e  Subs tance  Coinage Act i n  1850 much of American b u s i n e s s  was t r a n s a c t e d  
w i t h  Span ish  c o i n s  and o t h e r  f o r e i g n  c o i n s .  Our s a y i n g  "two b i t s "  meaning 25 
c e n t s  comes from a Span ish  c o i n  t h a t  was d e e p l y  s c o r e d  s o  it c o u l d  a c t u a l l y  be 
broken i n t o  e i g h t  e q u a l  p i e c e s .  Two of  t h o s e  p i e c e s  t h e n  became "two b i t s "  and 
was a q u a r t e r  o f  a whole c o i n .  

Even though f o r e i g n  c o i n s  w e r e  o f t e n  used,  w r i t t e n  a c c o u n t s ,  p l u s  l e g a l  
documents, such a s  deeds ,  w e r e  w r i t t e n  up  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  money te rmino logy  
(pounds,  s h i l l i n g s ,  and s o  f o r t h )  o r  t h e y  w e r e  w r i t t e n  up  i n  t h e  money used i n  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  new independent  American. Those s t a t e  t e r m s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  
same a s  t h e  B r i t i s h  t e r m s .  it is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n v e r t  c o s t  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
and e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n t o  t o d a y ' s  c o s t  (passage  from England t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  

1640 was 7 pounds and a man's tobacco  c r o p  f o r  t h e  y e a r  was va lued  a t  20 
pounds) ,  b u t  it i s  good t o  know t h e  v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  money exchanged i n  t h e  
documents you f i n d  f o r  your  a n c e s t o r s .  Below is  a convers ion  t a b l e .  

l q .  i s  a f a r t h i n g  ( w r i t t e n  l q . )  l q .  = -0027 
4q. e q u a l s  a penny ( w r i t t e n  l p . )  I d .  = -011  
12d. e q u a l s  a s h i l l i n g  ( w r i t t e n  Is.) Is. = - 1 3  
20s. e q u a l s  1 pound ( w r i t t e n  +,) 1 .  = $2.60 

The B r i t i s h  penny is  s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  o u r  p r e s e n t  day penny--about 1.1 c e n t s .  
T h e r e f o r e  a s h i l l i n g  (12 pence)  i s  12 t i m e s  1.1 c e n t s  o r  abou t  1 3  c e n t s .  A pound 
is  20 s h i l l i n g s ,  o r  20 t ies  1 3  c e n t s  which i s  about  $2.60. 

GENEALOGICAL TERMINOLOGY FOUND I N  OLD RECORDS 

CONSORT------ means t h e  mate was s t i l l  l i v i n g  when t h e  husbandlwi fe  d i e d .  
RELICT------- means t h e  spouse  i s  a l r e a d y  deceased.  
YEOM------- a n  independent  farmer;  e s p e c i a l l y  a member o f  a former  c l a s s  of 

s m a l l  f r e e h o l d i n g  fa rmers  i n  England. 
VICAR-------- Clergyman 
AE o r  AETATIS-means y e a r s  o f  l i f e .  
ISSUE-------- means o f f s p r i n g  o f  progeny. 
FREEMAN------ means a pe rson  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  a c i t i z e n ,  t o  v o t e  and 

conduct  b u s i n e s s .  
B.L.W.------- means bounty l a n d  war ran t .  A g i f t  of  bounty l a n d  due  a pe rson  o r  

h i s  h e i r s  e n t i t l e d  by m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  
LANDGRAVE---- a t i t l e  o r  r a n k  i n  e a r l y  South C a r o l i n a  t h a t  was an  e a r l y  a t t e m p t  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t i t l e d  n o b i l i t y  i n  t h e  American c o l o n i e s .  A 
Landgrave owned 48,000 a c r e s  of l and .  

ORDINARY------ i n  Georgia ,  a p r o b a t e  judge. 
SURROGATE----- i n  N . J .  and N.Y.a j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r  p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  p r o b a t e .  



Lineage Chart No - 

COMnLED Ann Whitener &inn 

DATE: 

Sn 

p.knd pmdlnothcr) 

Buried i n  Green Lavn 5 
Cemetery i n  Columbia, SC 

Born Aug. 2 3 ,  1933 
Wkm Columbia. SC 

Whcre 

Whcrc C o l d l a ,  SC 

Where Harlan CO. KY 

b e s i d e  DBW 

Died b. 69 
Where d. b. 



QUERIES 

S u r n a m e s  t h a t  I am r e s e a r c h i n g  a r e  J o s e p h  Grahumc 1 8 0 0  f r o m  
S . C .  a n d  P e t e r  P a t r i c k  c 1 5 0 1  f r z n  S .  C .  I f  y o u  7 s S : i s h  
q u e r i e s  i n  y o u r  n e w s l e t t e r ,  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  p r i n t i n g  
m i n e .  

My g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  J o h n  B. G r a h a m ,  was b o r n  1 4  A p r i l  1 8 2 7  
i n  S u m t e r  C o u n t y ,  A l a b a m a  who m a r r i e d  E u n i c e  H u l d a h  P a t r i c k  
b o r n  1 7  J u l y  1 8 2 5 ,  t h e  d a u c j h t e r  o f  P e t e r  P a t r i c k  a n d  Anne 
H. --- . I B e l i e v e  J o h n  B. G r a h a m  was t h e  s o n  o f  J o s e p h  
a n d  C a t h e r i n e  Graham.  T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  I h a v e  
f o u n d  i s  t h a t  f i v e  b r o t h e r s  came t o  A l a b a m a  f r o m  S .  C .  T h e  
b r o t h e r s  a r e :  

E l i j a h  G r a h a m  c  1 7 8 5  ni Anna 
J o s e p h  G r a h a m  c  1 8 0 0  m C a t h e r i n e  c 1 8 0 0  
Dempsey G r a h a m  c  1 8 0 9  m M a r y  B o y d  
C h a r l e s  Graham c  1 8 1 3  m M a r g a r e t  K n i g h t o n  
J o h n  Graham c  

Any i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  f a m i l y  o f  Grahams w o u l d  b e  
a p p r e c i a t e d .  

T h a n k s .  

H o w a r d  G r a h a m  
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